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Dear friends in Christ,                                                                              On the Ladder of Love 

Let's talk about love and levels of love. Love is so central to Christian identity that it becomes inconceivable to identify oneself as a Christian 

without visible marks of love as a testimony to the claim. God created us in love and for love, and He is the source of that love. As St. Bernard of 

Clairvaux, a 13th-century great lover of God and the last of the Church Father, once said, "Love is the fountain of life, and the soul which does not 

drink from it cannot be called alive." But we ought to love God above all things and with all our life. There is a hierarchy of love. The goal of 

everyone created in the image and likeness of God is to prioritize their love for the author and source of love above other subjects of legitimate 

love. It is of utmost importance and highest priority that we love God first to love others rightly. Jesus calls us to love him more than we love our 

family. He teaches us to order priorities right when it comes to who we love most. To love God as He should be loved is a process and implies 

lifetime perseverance and progress. 

St. Bernard wrote about four categories of the love of God that serves as a helpful guide as it throws light on the perfection of love. 

The first degree is selfish love, that is, loving yourself for your own sake. Despite our awareness that God called us to love Him first and above all, 

the natural impulse is to love self first over God. This selfish love is a consequence of Original sin. It is part of our flawed human nature to self 

indulge in love for oneself to the detriment of our neighbors; hence we have to strive to overcome this excessive love of self to the expense of the 

love of God and neighbor. We are called to let this self-love overflow to others and not limited to oneself alone. We have to love God first to love 

ourselves rightly. 

The second degree of love involves loving God for your own blessing- dependence on God. At this stage, you now love God but primarily for your 

own sake, the love of God for our benefits. At this level of love, a Christian only give thanks to God on account of His goodness to him. It is similar 

to what people in the secular world call friends with benefits. This type of lover tends to give thanks to God only when he or she receives 

blessings from Him. This form of love is not yet perfected, though an improvement over the first degree of love.  

The third degree of love implies loving God for God's own sake. At this degree of love, a Christian begins to have intimacy with God. This kind of 

love is love without self-interest. It is a love that develops from intimacy with God and the discovery of his incredible goodness. It comes from 

actually having an experiential knowledge of his kindness and mercy. During this stage of love, we love for love's sake, a pure and spontaneous 

love, not love purely for self-interest. 

The fourth degree of love is self-love for God's sake; it is a profound union with God's love. This stage of love at first appears contradictory 

because we know that self-love is a lower form of love, but when we ponder on it, it is the highest form of love that can only be attained 

momentarily here on earth and fully in heaven. At this height of love, the lover of God loses himself in God's love. To reach this stage of love is to 

be truly Christ-like, to be totally immersed in his grace. You decrease and Christ increase to the extent that he is the only one that exists. This 

highest level of love can be attained only permanently in heavenly as a reward for loving God alone and always.  

As people who profess the love of Jesus above all others, let us consider the practice of love and make progress in St. Bernard's proposal on the 

love of God. 1 John 4:8 tells us that "God is love…we cannot say we know God without love" To love as God wants us to love, Jesus tells us in 

this Sunday's Gospel, we must take up our cross and follow Him, we must lose our lives in him to gain our lives. The only way to make progress 

from selfish love to agape love is to die to sin and live "for God in Christ Jesus" (Romans 6:11). 

St. Bernard of Clairvaux is not only a lover of God but a troubadour of agape love and you will derive spiritual benefits from singing or frequently 

meditating on his love lyrics that follow:  Jesus, our only joy be Thou.  As Thou our prize wilt be; Jesus, be Thou our glory now and thru 

eternity.                                                                          In the Perfect Love of God,   Fr. Bernard Oniwe, OP 
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Altar Flowers  

 

In Loving Memory  of  
 

Rose Einfalt 
 

Given by the Miklos Family 
~ 

The Blessed Mother Flowers 
 

In Loving Memory of  
 

Dolores Ryan 
 

Given by Deacon Ryan 
 

& 
 

The St Joseph Flowers  
In Loving Memory of  

 

Paul Jarosh 
 

Given by Chris Cassel 

 
 
 
 
 

DAILY MASS:  HISTORIC CHURCH (HC) 
 

WEEKEND MASSES:  CHURCH (C) & PARISH HALL (PH) 
 

SAT, JUNE 27 VIGIL 
5:00 PM    Bing Horvath (C) Sandy & Jim Koser 
SUN  JUNE 28  Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
8:30  AM    For the Health & Well Being of our Parish   
    Family & Nation (PH) 
10:30 AM        For the Health & Well Being of our Parish  
 Family & Nation (C) 
MON, JUNE 29 
8:00 AM   Dolores Ryan (HC) Ryan Family 
TUE, JUNE 30 
8:00 AM Living Intentions of Ruben Lugo (HC) Lorraine 
 Sorrentini 
WED, JULY 1 
8:00 AM    Andrea Derr (HC) CCW  
THUR, JULY 2 
8:00 AM    Living Intentions of Robin Ott (HC) Mary   
    Gottfried 
FRI, JULY 3 
8:00 AM  Living Intentions of Sharon Shelley (HC)  Eileen 
     Rider 
SAT, JULY 4 VIGIL 
5:00 PM     Beverly Azzalina (C) Azzalina Family 
SUN  JULY 5  Fourteenth Sunday  in Ordinary Time 
8:30  AM    For the Health & Well Being of our Parish   
    Family & Nation (PH) 
10:30 AM        For the Health & Well Being of our Parish   
 Family & Nation (C) Live Stream 

 

OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES ILLUMINATE THIS WEEK FOR:                                                                                                                             
 

~ HISTORIC CHURCH ~    

In Honor of   

Bill & Judy Yoder’s 50th  

Wedding Anniversary 
 

Given by the Yoder Family 
 

                                                           ~ CHURCH  ~  

In Loving Memory of 

   Peggy Stum 

                      Given by John Stum  

 

 In Memoriam 
 

~ Kathy Jo Narkiewicz ~ 
 

Parishioner and wife of David 
 

“Eternal Rest Grant Unto Her O Lord, and Let Perpetual 
Light Shine Upon Her. May All of the Faithful Departed, 

Through the Mercy of God,  
rest in Peace.  Amen.” 

 
THANK YOU  

TO OUR BULLETIN SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

 
Knights of Columbus 
Fr. Francis X Marshall 
St Peter Council 15028 

 

 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
How do you welcome others into your 
heart? Are you willing to give of yourself 
for others? Let your heart lead you to 
follow Jesus. (Matthew 10: 37-42). If 
God may be calling you to the 
priesthood or consecrated life, visit our 
website at www.hbgdiocese.org, call 
Father Jonathan Sawicki at (717) 657-
4804, or write: frjsawicki@hbgdiocese.org.  



 
 

SAINT PETER CHURCH        

ELIZABETHTOWN, PA                     THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME         JUNE 28, 2020 

3 

 

Scripture Readings  
Week of June 28, 2020 

 
Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19;  
 Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42 
Monday Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 

Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;  
2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 

Tuesday The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church 
 Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8;  
 Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday Saint Junípero Serra, Priest 
 Am 5:14-15, 21-24; Ps 50:7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13,  
 16bc-17; Mt 8:28-34 
Thursday Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 9:1-8 
Friday Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle 
 Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29 
Saturday Independence Day 
 Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14;  
 Mt 9:14-17 
Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14;  
 Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30 

        
 
 
 
 

 
JUNE 21, 2020 

 

 SUNDAY ONLINE   $ 4,895.00 
 SUNDAY ENVELOPES   $ 9,624.88 
 YOUTH     $ 2.63 
 TOTAL SUNDAY   $ 14,522.51 
 CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION  $ 456.00 

 

YOUTH MESSAGES OF STEWARDSHIP & TALENT” 
 

“I helped my Dad with a painting project.” 
“I let my sister use my backpack.” 
”I washed both cars with my Dad.” 
“I am praying a Novena for others.” 

++++++++++++++ 
 

GROWING OUR FAITH & STRENGTHENING  
OUR MINISTRY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

 
 

TOTAL AMOUNT PLEDGED: $2,105,144.48 
 

TOTAL PAID TO DATE: $ 1,740,827.85 
 

TOTAL DUE: $ 364,316.63 

 

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS 
Saturday, July 4, 2020 

 

Toni Vasquez, Mary Grogan, Arlene Blew, Bill Frantz, 
Sandy & Rick Brill 

 

Thank you for keeping our Church beautiful!! 

❑ New Registration 

❑ Change of Address 

❑ Moving out of Parish 

❑ Want Envelopes   ❑ No Envelopes 

New Parishioners: If you are new in the area of our Parish, we invite you to register as members. Please drop 
this information into the Offertory Basket or mail to Parish Office. 

Name: ___________________________________________  Phone: ______________________   

Street: _____________________________________________  Email:                ______

                        ST PETER PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are the church of St. Peter committed to sharing the  
good news of Jesus Christ through  

prayer, service, scripture and sacrament in the living  
Catholic and apostolic tradition.  

We welcome all to walk with us on this journey of faith.  

 

2020 St Peter Guardian Angel 
 

At St Peter Parish we are committed to 
Catholic Education and we are blessed to 
have our Guardian Angel Program that 
provides financial assistance to families who 
choose to send their children to Catholic 
School. The 2020-2021 school year 

applications are now available and can be found on our 
website under Education or in the parish office. We are very 
proud of this program and very thankful for the generous 
donations from parishioners and the proceeds from the 
SCRIP Gift Card program. 

 

 

2020 MEN’S CLUB  
CALENDAR WINNER 

 

 
    Brian Huber, Marie Nigita, 
    Hob Kroesen,  Nancy Ritz,            

Elizabeth Blew, and  
     Carol Black  

 
“When the Holy Rosary is said well, it gives  

Jesus and Mary more glory and is more 
meritorious than any other prayer. “  

 

~ Saint Louis de Montfort 
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 Lancaster Catholic High School 
 
Mark your calendars: The Annual LCHS 
Football Team Golf Outing will be held on 
Friday, August 7, 2020, at 1 pm at Highlands of 
Donegal.  For more information and to register, 
email crusaderfootball2020@gmail.com or call/

text Missy Atkinson at 717-572-8382.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Sign-Up for the Digital Catholic Witness 
 
The Catholic Witness transitioned to a weekly digital edition 
in May, reporting news and features that reach Catholics 
instantly. The digital format features a weekly e-newsletter 
with stories, photos and videos, as well as a designed PDF 
that can be printed and shared. The digital service is free to 
all subscribers. Sign up today at www.hbgdiocese.org/the-
catholic-witness-newspaper/catholic-witness-signup/ 
and join us as we continue to share in the Church’s mission 
to tell the Good News of Jesus Christ in the context of 
today’s world.  

            RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  
 

We were so disappointed with the 
abrupt and lengthy closure of our 
Religious Education classes this 
year, and we have all missed seeing 
your children each week.  We plan to 
resume classes in the fall, and 
information about registration will be 

available later this summer.  In the meantime, it is our first 
priority to have First Holy Communion for our second 
graders and Confirmation for our eighth graders. First Holy 
Communion will be Saturday, July 18th at 10:00am and 
Confirmation will be the following Saturday, July 25th 
at 10:00am. More information will follow. Please pray that 
all of our students and parents remain strong in our faith 
and their commitment to Religious Education.  While so 
much has changed in our lives, God's Love for us is 
constant!     
 
                            2020 VBS UPDATE  
It is with a heavy heart that we must 
announce the official postponement of 
this summer's Vacation Bible School due 
to the pandemic. Unfortunately, we must 
wait another year for " Cathletics," but we can still use this 
time to continue our training in becoming Champions of 
Christ through prayer, attending Mass, reading Scripture, 
and Works of Mercy.  Please stay tuned for a possible "mini 
event" this August for our young children.  

Seven Sorrows School Offering Tours 

Enrollment Open  

 Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary School in Middletown is now enrolling for preschool, elementary, and middle 

school for the 2020-21 school year. While daily operations may look a little different this year, here’s what hasn’t changed: 

child-centered, faith-filled education in a safe, nurturing environment. 

At Seven Sorrows School, educators encourage children to reach their potential and beyond. As a Catholic school, Seven 

Sorrows faculty, in partnership with families, prepare children for life, which includes finding their vocation and following 

God’s calling. Ultimately, according to Principal Rebecca Harvey, “We teach the truth of why they exist: to know God, to love 

Him, and to serve Him in this world and be happy with Him forever in the next.” 

Parents and guardians of preschoolers are invited to take a virtual tour of the school by visiting bit.ly/7SorrowsPreK. Take a 

look at the beautiful environments where children learn and play in classrooms and outdoor playground and meet the 

wonderful teachers, ready to welcome young children to the Seven Sorrows School family. For an in-person visit for parents 

and guardians of children entering PreK-3 through grade 8, schedule an appointment by calling 717-944-5371. Summer 

operating hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Seven Sorrows is a Middle States Accredited school serving Middletown and surrounding communities. Children in 

preschool, elementary, and middle school (pre-K 3 through 8th grade) are served in a Catholic environment that educates 

minds, develops social skills, and nurtures faith. For more information, call 717-944-5371 or visit ssbvm.org/school. 

mailto:crusaderfootball2020@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/7SorrowsPreK
http://ssbvm.org/school

