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MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY EVENING VIGIL - 4:30 PM - CHURCH
SUNDAY - 8:30AM & 10:30AM - CHURCH

DAILY MASS ~ HISTORIC CHURCH & CHURCH

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 8:00 am HC
Thursday 6:00pm Church 5:30 pm Rosary C

MISSION STATEMENT HOLY DAYS

Holy Day Vigil - 5:30pm Church Holy Day - 7:00am His-
toric Church / 7:00pm Church
(Mass Time subject to change)

We are the church of St. Peter committed to sharing the
good news of Jesus Christ through prayer, service, scripture
and sacrament in the living Catholic and apostolic tradition.

We welcome all to walk with us on this journey of faith. SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Thursday 5:15 pm - 5:30 pm
There is cause for rejoicing here! Saturday 3:30pm - 4:00pm
By Appointment

PARISH REGISTRATION FORM

O  New Registration Name: Phone:
d Chan.ge 0fAddres§ Street: Email:
a Moving out of Parish

New Parishioners: If you are new in the area of our Parish, we invite you to register as members. Please drop
this information into the Offertory Basket or mail to Parish Office.



http://www.stpeteretown.org
http://www.stpeteretown.org

SAINT PETER CHURCH
ELIZABETHTOWN, PA FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NOVEMBER 30, 2025

Beloved in Christ, ' l l
"Stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord wiII‘come! (Mt. 24:42).

The next four weeks of Advent are a period of preparation for the commemoration of the Lord's first coming. It is also an intense
spiritual season for highlighting the necessity of staying alert for the second coming of Jesus Christ. We stay awake and keep running
the salvation race that culminates in meeting Jesus Christ at the end of our earthly time. It is possible and most likely that we get tired,
distracted, or derailed along the way, hence our need for spiritual support to keep us running toward Jesus Christ, our goal. Our parish
provides this spiritual support during this season of awakening by offering more time and opportunities for prayers, penance, and
purification. Opportunities are provided to us to prayerfully attend daily masses, go to confession in between Sunday masses and other
indicated times, and give sacrificially to those most in need in our community.

Sin, the works of darkness (Rom 13:12), deadens our alertness to Christ’s presence and restrains running to meet him; therefore, we
need to throw off the shawl of sin to stay awake! (Mt. 24:42). And then, we can go rejoicing to the house of the Lord (Psalm 122:1).
Let’s stream toward the mountain of the Lord’s house; energized by prayers and penance, let’s run forth to meet Christ as we kick off
our Advent season this Sunday.

To aid us in running closer to union with Christ, to assist us in overcoming the dominion of sin in our lives, to help us stay alert and
focused on Jesus, as we await his coming, we offer to the parish many gates to grace:

*Masses are celebrated daily. If God gives you the time and health, attend daily masses.
*Participate in daily eucharistic adoration from 7 am before weekday masses.

*Please plan to attend our monthly Eucharistic adoration on Monday, December 1.

*Get an Advent wreath candle, light one each week, and gather as a family around it to pray.

*There are opportunities for the sacrament of reconciliation between masses on Sunday, and especially at our parish Advent penance
service on December 12.

*The international Irish Tenor, Mark Forrest, will lead a Eucharistic-centered parish mission on Monday, December 15th. You don't
want to miss the hour of grace.

*Create time for silence and meditation on the coming of Jesus by reading the relevant scripture passages daily.

*Advent has a penitential character (hence, no Gloria at Sunday masses, a limited display of flowers, purple vestments, etc), so make
spiritual sacrifices and penance.

May your Advent season be filled with hope, peace, joy, and love.
In Christ our Hope,

Fr. Alayode Bernard Oniwe, OP

First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025

"Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know
on which day your Lord will come.”
(Matthew 24:42)

God calls us to be vigilant, ready to respond to
His invitation. Could He be stirring your heart
toward priesthood or consecrated life, to serve His
Church with unwavering dedication? Stay awake
to His call through prayer. Talk to your priest or
reach out to the Vocation Office at (717) 657-4804
ext. 282 or via email: vocations@hbgdiocese.org

SANCTUARY CANDLES ILLUMINATE THIS WEEK:
~ HisTORIC CHURCH ~

In Loving Memory of
Ray & Elizabeth Billet
From Greg & Terry Martin

~Church ~
In Loving Memory of

Marie Lando

From the Bridgen Family
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@ Mass Intentions

SAT NOVEMBER 29
4:30 PM ALL HOLY SOULS (C)
SUN NOVEMBER 30 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8:30 AM + Christina Rita Mihelich (C) Azzalina
Family

10:30 AM + Jack Drennan (C) Brenda Drennan

1:00 PM NO COLLEGE MASS

MON DECEMBER 1

8:00 AM + Fr. Joe Blascovich (HC) Francis
Blascovich

TUE DECEMBER 2

8:00 AM + Joan Clarkin (HC) Anstead Family

WED DECEMBER 3

8:00 AM + Agnes Haggerty (HC) Eileen Hill

THU DECEMBER 4

6:00 PM For an Increase in Vocations (C)

FRI DECEMBER 5

8:00 AM +Emily Abel (HC) Weston Family

11:00 AM + Doug & Megan Pfautz (E-Town Rehab)
Liz Pfautz

SAT DCEMBER 6

4:30 PM + Diane Painchard (C) Barone Family

SUN DECEMBER 7 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Altar Flowers
Are in Loving Memory of

Erv Jordie

From Frank & Jackie Holzel

LTIV N7 V7 VLY N N7V

The Blessed Mother Flowers
Are in Loving Memory of

Pauline Kontkowski

From Chris Cassel
&

The Saint Joseph Flowers
Are in Loving Memory of

Constance Jarosh

From Chris Cassel

8:30 AM + Don Berner (C) Mary Ellen Tarman
10:30 AM + Mike Rydock (C) Cindy & Mary Barr
1:00 PM Our Parish Family (COLLEGE MASS-HC)
Scripture Readings
For the Week of November 30, 2025
Sunday First Sunday of Advent
Is 2:1-5; Ps 122, 1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Rm 13:11
-14; Mt 24:37-44
Monday Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mt
8:5-11
Tuesday Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5,6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt
7:21, 24-27
Friday Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Saturday Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mt 9:35
-10:1, 53, 6-8
Sunday Second Sunday of Advent

Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rm 15:4-9;
Mt 3:1-12

2026 FLOWER & SANCTUARY CANDLES

Atable is in the narthex this weekend with the schedules for you to fill
in to memorialize or honor loved ones with flowers for the main altar,
statues and candles that burn in the sanctuaries of the Churches. Front
altar flowers $70, altar flowers are $60, statue flowers are $35 each and
candle cost is $15. Flowers will be billed to you from the Parish Office, &
candles should be paid for when you sign-up.

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
During Advent, additional opportunities rl

for weekly confession will be available. 9 g
Between Sunday Masses ==
FoRGivelV

9:45AM - 10:15AM
Every Thursday 5:15PM-5:45PM
Every Saturday 3:30PM —4:15PM

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2025

FATHER WILL BE CELEBRATING
HOLY DAY MASSES ON
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8

AT 7:00 AM-HC AND 7:00 PM-C

ADORATION OPPORTUNITIES

Monday - Wednesday & Friday 7:00 am before
daily Mass HC

Thursday 6:30 pm after daily Mass C
First Monday of the month 6:00 pm C

Do you have a prayer request?

% ~t Our prayer chain warriors would love to pray

requess”  TOr you and we are always looking for more

prayer warriors. Call the office 717-367-1255,

or email secretary@stpeteretown.org with your request or to
be added to the prayer chain warrior list.

PRAYER IS POWERFUL
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= u ottt
% ¥ =| ﬁ 2025 CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

To remember or honor a loved one with Christmas flowers,
g fill out this form and return it to the Parish Office with your
*® donation by Wednesday, December 10. Names will be
% listed in the Christmas bulletin.
¥
o
¥
)]

S’rewards Z%J

Due to the Thanksglvmg Holiday and bulletin

deadlines stewardship numbers will be reported Please print clearly.

next week. 1& Name:
’& Donation $
Prepare the way i& Phone number:
+ for the Lord... ‘*& Email:
Advent f

FPenance Service

In Memory Of: (peceasen)

Friday, December 12, 2025

Communal Reconciliation Service
St. Peter Church 7:00 PM
Five Priests will be available for Confessions

DON’T BE AFRAID TO ASK GOD FOR FORGIVENESS.
HE NEVER TIRES OF FORGIVING.
GoOD IS PURE MERcCY!

In Honor Of: (L)

You're Invited

Please drop in the Collection basket, or mail to:
St. Peter Church
1840 Marshall Dr.
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
December 5, 2025 Friday

Michele Switalski, Annette Eckinger,
Gail Mohr & Theresa Hirkala

formed

Forming Catholics for /¢fe.

Week One | Adore: Advent with Fr. John
Burns

Join Fr. John Burns as he journeys deeper into the theme for week one:
watchfulness.

Our parish has a free Formed subscription for you! Simply scan the QR code h
or visit formed.org/signup to create your account and select our parish H
to get free access to this content and much more! E

Firstt\Week of JAdvent
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CHURCH e

CALENDAR ) i
Saturday, November 29
NO That Man is You PH
3:30 pm Confessions

Sunday, November 30 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

6:30 pm Advent by Candlelight PH
NO 7 & 8 grade Religious Ed
Monday, December 1

6:00 pm ADOATION

7:00 pm OCIA Room 2

Tuesday, December 2
Wednesday, December 3

6:30 pm RE PK4-6th Grades

6:40 pm Bits and Bites PH

7:00 pm Choir

Thursday, December 4

5:15 pm Confessions

5:30 pm Rosary

6:00 pm Mass NO Adoration

Friday, December 5

11:00 am First Friday Mass E-Town Rehab

Saturday, December 6

6:30 am That Man is You Room 6

8:00 am Kiwanis Breakfast With Santa PH

8:00 am First Saturday Mass & Devotions

9:00 am Church Calendar Presentation Rms 1/2
3:30 pm Confessions

6:00 pm Men's Club Christmas Party PH

Sunday, December 7 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
** DONUT SUNDAY ***

8:30 am Nursery during 8:30 Mass
9:45 am St. Vincent de Paul Meeting
5:30 pm 7/8 Fun Formation #2

6:30 pm 7 & 8 grade Religious Ed

Parish Eucharistic Adoration
Monday ~ December 1, 2025 ~ 6:00pm

Every Holy Hour we make so pleases the Heart
of Jesus that it is recorded in Heaven
and retold for all eternity!

— St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta

ST. PETER GIVING TREE

Beginning next week and all the way
through Sunday, December 21st, we
will have our “Saint Peter Giving

Tree” in the Narthex. We are asking all parishioners to

help decorate this tree with new hats, gloves, mittens,
and socks of all sizes that will be distributed to the

ECHOS shelter and local people ﬁﬁ
in need to help them for the
.upcoming cold months of winter.
Thank you in advance for your
generosity!

YOU ARE INVITED...
...to a presentation on the Liturgical
Calendar of the Catholic Church! The
Liturgical Calendar is a gift that guides
our observance of the seasons of the
Church to help us build and nurture
our home faith life. There will be light
refreshments, handouts, and great ide-
as. Come for any or all of the presenta-
tion, and contact Vicky Kern for more information at
kpts@comcast.net.
Saturday, December 6th 9-11AM (following
the First Saturday 8AM Mass) Rooms 1 & 2.

SAVE THE DATE
PARISH FAMILY BINGO

SUNDAY DECEMBER 14, 2025

All members of our Parish Family are
invited to the Social Hall from 12:00 to
2:00PM for lite refreshments and family-
friendly BINGO. Whether you come alone
or bring the whole family, each “family” is
asked to bring ONE wrapped gift valued
between $5 and $10 that is for an adult,
child, or either as your donation. There will 2= _
be games and activities suitable for all A ] {“ “
ages. Guaranteed FUN for alll An RSVPis * - PR T
requested to (717) 367-1255 or cre@stpeteretown.org, but
not required. Hope to see you there!!

Follow us on

facebook

Forming Catholics for /ife.

Bits & Bites RE Parent Event

.. We will offer our second
presentation relating to
Theology of the Body on
Wednesday, December 3rd
from 6:40-7:20PM during
RE.. The title is “The
Amazing Design of our Bodies” led by Samantha
Kelley. Come learn a few more bits about the
dignity of the human person while enjoying a few
bites of snacks with other parents. Confirmation
students and youth are welcome too! All participants
will be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift card.

d SAMANTHATKE
F THE AMAZING DES| o




ADVENT 2025
A Time of Hope

“Hope does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5). In the spirit of hope, the Apos-
tle Paul addressed these words of encouragement to the Christian com-
munity of Rome. Hope is also the central message of the coming Jubilee
that, in accordance with an ancient tradition, the Pope proclaims every
twenty-five years. My thoughts turn to all those pilgrims of hope who
will travel to Rome in order to experience the Holy Year and to all
those others who, though unable to visit the City of the Apostles Peter
and Paul, will celebrate it in their local Churches. For everyone, may
the Jubilee be a moment of genuine, personal encounter with the Lord
Jesus, the “door” (cf. Jn 10:7.9) of our salvation, whom the Church is
charged to proclaim always, everywhere and to all as “our hope” (1
Tim 1:1).

Everyone knows what it is to hope. In the heart of each person, hope
dwells as the desire and expectation of good things to come, despite our
not knowing what the future may bring. Even so, uncertainty about the
future may at times give rise to conflicting feelings, ranging from confi-
dent trust to apprehensiveness, from serenity to anxiety, from firm con-
viction to hesitation and doubt. Often we come across people who are
discouraged, pessimistic and cynical about the future, as if nothing
could possibly bring them happiness. For all of us, may the Jubilee be
an opportunity to be renewed in hope. God’s word helps us find reasons
for that hope. Taking it as our guide, let us return to the message that
the Apostle Paul wished to communicate to the Christians of Rome.

“Since we are justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing in the
glory of God... Hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to
us” (Rom 5:1-2.5). In this passage, Saint Paul gives us much to reflect
upon. We know that the Letter to the Romans marked a decisive turning
point in his work of evangelization. Until then, he had carried out his
activity in the eastern part of the Empire, but now he turns to Rome and
all that Rome meant in the eyes of the world. Before him lay a great
challenge, which he took up for the sake of preaching the Gospel, which
knows no barriers or confines. The Church of Rome was not founded by
Paul, yet he felt impelled to hasten there in order to bring to everyone
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen from the dead, a mes-
sage of hope that fulfils the ancient promises, leads to glory and,
grounded in love, does not disappoint.

- Pope Francis, Spes Non Confundit, May 9, 2024

The Angelus

V. The Angel of the Lord
declared unto Mary.

R. And she conceived of the Ho-
ly Spirit.

Hail Mary . ..

V. Behold the handmaid of the
Lord.

R. Be it done unto me according
to thy word.

Hail Mary. ..

V. And the Word was made
Flesh.
R. And dwelt among us.

Hail Mary. ..

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of
God.

R. That we may be made worthy
of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray.

Pour forth, we beseech Thee,
O Lord, Thy grace into our
hearts, that we to whom the

Incarnation of Christ Thy Son
was made known by the
message of an angel,
may by His Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of
His Resurrection.
Through the same Christ Our
Lord. Amen.

The Angelus is traditionally
prayed by the Church three times
a day at 6 a.m., Noon, and 6 p.m.

as we pause to remember the
Incarnation of God the Son in the
womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary.



Praying with the Word of God: Advent

FIRST WEEK

Sunday Mk 13:33-37
Monday Is 2:1-5
Tuesday Ps 72
Wednesday Is 25:6-10
Thursday  Matt 7:21-27
Friday Ps 98
Saturday Is 30:19-21

SECOND WEEK THIRD WEEK FOURTH WEEK
Sunday Mk 1:1-8  Sunday In 1:6-8,19-28  Sunday Ps 89
Monday Ps 85  Monday Jer 23:5-8  Monday Mt 1:1-17
Tuesday Zech 2:14-17  Tuesday Jgs 13:2-7  Tuesday Lk 2:1-6
Wednesday Ps 103 Wednesday Is 7:10-14  Wednesday Lk 2:7-12
Thursday Lk 1:26-38  Thursday Sgs 2:8-14

Friday Matt 11:16-19  Friday Lk 1:57-66

Saturday Sir48:1-11  Saturday Lk 1:67-79

(fF v ﬂ : 4 a
v accepling
God/ without

ouwr standawd.
Faithv consisty
i reacting
before God ay
Mawy dids I
donwt
understond L,
Lovd, but let it
be done inv me
according to-
youwr word.”

- Saint Oscowr
Romero-

Advent 2025 © Diocese of Harrisburg
Office for Divine Worship

Daily Lighting of the Advent Wreath

As we make the Sign of the Cross,
the leader says:
Our help is in the name of the Lord.

R/. Who made heaven and earth.

A song may be sung as the candle is
lighted
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

Opening Prayer

Open our minds and our hearts, O
Lord, to hear your word of promise!
Send us the Holy Spirit to guide us
through these holy days. Quiet our
worries and anxieties and help us to
wait in joyful hope for the coming of
our Savior, Jesus Christ who is Lord for
ever and ever. R/. Amen.

Scripture Reading (see Daily Readings )

A reflection may be shared about the
Reading

Concluding Prayer

Lord our God, we praise you for your
Son, Jesus Christ: He is Emmanuel, the
hope of the peoples, He is the Wisdom

that teaches and guides us, He is the

Savior of every nation.

Lord God, let your blessing come upon
us as we light the candles of this
wreath. May the wreath and its light be
a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us
salvation. May He come quickly and
not delay.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen.

As we make the Sign of the Cross, we
say:

May the Lord bless us,

protect us from all evil,
and bring us everlasting life. R/. Amen.
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