
PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Thursday  9:00 am - 4:00 pm  Friday Closed
Tel: 717-367-1255     Fax: 717-367-1270
Parish Website: www.stpeteretown.org

PARISH STAFF     
Deacon Gregory Amarante ~ 
DGAmarante@hbgdiocese.org
Steve Desjardins, Parish Business Administrator x 5            
Eileen M. Rider, Administrative Assistant x 2
John Belicic, Maintenance Coordinator
Georgann Azzalina, Coordinator of Religious Education
cre@stpeteretown.org
Michael Checco, Director of Liturgical Music

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening Vigil - Church
5pm - April thru October
4pm - November thru March                                                                                                      

Sunday - 8:30am & 10:30am - Church

DAILY MASS ~ HISTORIC CHURCH & CHURCH 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  & Friday 8:00 am
Thursday 6:00pm Church  Confession 5:00 pm & 
Rosary 5:30pm

HOLY DAYS
Holy Day Vigil - 5:30pm Church
Holy Day - 7:00am  Historic Church / 7:00pm C

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4-4:30pm - April thru October
Saturday 3-3:30pm - November thru March

St. Peter Catholic Church
1840 Marshall Dr.  Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania  17022

Fr. Bernard-Mary Ayo Oniwe, O.P., Pastor
Email: frboniwe@hbgdiocese.org

BAPTISM
Second Sunday of each month. Please call the Parish Office to set a 
date and to register for a Baptism class.

MARRIAGE
Couples contemplating marriage are reminded not to set a wedding 
date before arranging an appointment with the Parish Priest. Please 
schedule this at least one year before the intended marriage. 

SICK CALLS
Please notify the Parish Office for visits and/or Communion calls to 
the sick, shut-ins and those hospitalized.

SPONSOR CERTIFICATES
Letters of recommendation for sponsors of the Sacraments can be 
issued only to parishioners who are registered, active, and fulfill the 
requirements of Church law.

SCRIP
Gift certificates are available in the Parish Office  during normal 
business hours. Proceeds from the sales benefit our Guardian Angel 
program.

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Thursdays~ 5:00pm C
Saturdays ~ 3:00pm C

Sundays ~ 9:45am –10:15am C
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ST. PETER’S PENANCE SERVICE
Tuesday, March 19,  2024

7:00pm Church
There will be 5 priests available 

for confessions.

http://www.stpeteretown.org
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Fourth Sunday of Lent  
 

March 10, 2024  
 

“Whoever lives the truth comes to the light.” Your 
vocation is your sanctification in this life to lead you 
to sainthood in the next. Are you called to belong to 
Christ alone as a priest or through consecrated 
life? Talk to your priest or reach out to the 
Vocations Office at (717) 657-4804 or via email: 
vocations@hbgdiocese.org.  

SANCTUARY CANDLES ILLUMINATE THIS WEEK FOR:                                                                                                                 
               ~ HISTORIC CHURCH ~    

 

In Loving Memory of   

Dean Robinson 

From Amie & Joseph Barone 

 ~ CHURCH  ~  

In Loving Memory  of   

George Cowen 

 From  Pat Cowen 

 
 
 
 

Beloved in Christ, 
 
 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life" (John 3: 16). This most quoted New Testament verse emblematic of the essence of Christ's mission, invites our examination and 
consideration this Sunday. The quote derives from the dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus, in which the latter wanted to know 
more about Jesus and his mission. The primary fruit of the dialogue is the revelation to Nicodemus of the depth of God's love for all his 
created beings, which he demonstrated in permitting the suffering and death of his "only begotten Son" for their salvation. In answer 
to the question: How far will God go to save us from damnation to eternity in hell? Jesus provides the answer, to the greatest extent 
possible: by sacrificing what is the most precious to him, his only begotten Son. The Divine Act here is the definition of love. 
 

The love that God has for us is beyond comprehension. No human mind can understand it. God's love for us is immeasurably and 
unfathomable because the object of love is our sinful humanity. St Paul reminds us of our state when God shows his love in giving us 
Jesus for our redemption when he wrote these words: "God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 
us" (Rm 5:8). How can we remain unresponsive and uncommitted to God? What could make us still prefer to linger in darkness and 
refuse to embrace the light of truth that God cares so much for our salvation that He did the most astonishing thing to bring it about? 
His beloved Son will be allowed by God to die on the Cross to save us. What a mystery! 
 

All that remains now is for us to respond to God's love by believing. To believe, to trust in God's sacrificial love is the way to 
redemption. To believe is to act, to do God's will always. Believing is to love God by surrendering our will and body to his sovereignty. 
Since the only way we can attain eternal life is to believe in Jesus, the only begotten Son of God offered for our redemption on the 
cross, and we have only one task in the world: to submit ourselves totally to God's will. Our entire life is and must be a continuous yes 
and act of love for God and his divine law.  
 

We must choose submission or our rebellious heart, soul, and mind to God. This is what the season of Lent helps us to do. It is a period 
of return and surrender to God of all we are: mind, body, and soul. The practice of Lent, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving will help us 
greatly in restoring our life from spiritual death to the path of eternal life. We should not miss the opportunity for what I call spiritual 
"CPR" during Lent: the conversion of the heart, purification of the soul, and renewal of the mind.  
 

Reflect on these questions as we enter into the second half of the season of Lent: Have I figured out more clearly the extent of God's 
love for me? How far have I pushed myself to give more to God in prayers and penance during this Lent? In addition to giving up things 
for Lent, am I also adding more time for prayers (for example, daily mass and rosary), meditation (praying the words of the Bible daily), 
and charity (reducing spending and giving extra towards the needs of the poor)? Am I aware of my sin and avail myself of God's 
generous mercy in the sacrament of reconciliation? 
 

Have a Joyful Sunday! (Expect another joyous Sunday next week. Can you guess why? Wait for it!) 
 
In Christ,  
 
Fr. Bernard Alayode, OP 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Scripture Readings  
 

Week of March 10, 2024 
 

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Eph 
 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21 
Monday Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b; 
 Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16  
Wednesday Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23; J 
 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12; Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15; Heb 5:7-9; 
Jn 12:20-33 

 

 
 
SAT  MARCH 9 
4:00 PM            + Carol Myers (C) Mary Ann Billet 

8:30 AM            Our Parish Family (C) 
10:30 AM         + Bob Idzik (C) Joanne Idzik 
1:00 PM    NO COLLEGE MASS 
MON MARCH 11 
8:00 AM    Living Intentions of Annemarie Gordon (HC) Steve 
   & Pattie Desjardins       
TUE MARCH 12  
8:00 AM  + Larry Bahnaman (HC) Eileen Rider 
WED MARCH 13 
8:00 AM + Shirley Jane Chairge (HC) Joseph Bernardi 
THUR  MARCH 14 
6:00 PM + Stella Grace Bright (C) Wittman Family 
FRI MARCH 15 
8:00 AM   + Members of the Collier Family (HC) Jones Family 
SAT  MARCH 16 
4:00 PM            Our Parish Family 
SUN MARCH 17 5th SUNDAY OF LENT 
8:30 AM            + Carol Mulleavy (C) George Kohlweiler 
10:30 AM         + Jim Wilkinson (C) Azzalina Family 
1:00 PM    + Horace & Marguerite Miller ~ College Mass (HC) 
      Dorothy Little 

 
CATHOLIC MENTAL HEALTH LEARNING CENTER 

 
At a time when mental health concerns are 
on the rise and there is increased awareness 
that the Catholic Church needs to respond, 
the Association of Catholic Mental Health 
Ministers (CMHM) has launched the Catholic 
Mental Health Learning Center, which offers 
free courses to provide volunteers, ministry 
coordinators, and clergy the skills and confidence to start and 
grow a mental health ministry. Visit https://catholicmhm.org/
learning-center for more information  

50th Wedding Anniversary Mass ~July 7, 2024 
 

Were you married in 1974?  In honor of 
your 50

th
 Wedding Anniversary, there will 

be a special Mass and reception on 
Sunday, July 7, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. at 
Good Shepherd Parish in Camp 
Hill.  Bishop Timothy C. Senior will be the 

celebrant.  To receive an invitation, please contact your 
parish office by April 5

th
.  

 

St. Peter Forty Hour Devotions 
 

Sunday, May 12, 2024  
 

Through 
 

 Tuesday, May 14, 2024 
 

Guest Homilist  
 Bishop Emeritus Ronald Gainer 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

In Memoriam 
 

~Angie Kohlweiler ~ 
Parishioner & Wife of George Kohlweiler 

 
~ Madeline McLeod ~ 

Parishioner 
 

“ Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them O Lord, and Let Perpetual 
Light Shine Upon Them. May All of the Faithful Departed, 

Through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace.  Amen.” 

 

RESPECT LIFE ~BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN 
 

Real Alternatives received $30 Million 
dollars in public funding from 2012-
2017.This organization support pro-life 
centers to dissuade pregnant women from 
seeking abortions.  As of December 2023 
funding was terminated by Governor 
Shapiro who campaigned as a “champion 
for reproductive rights”. A Woman’s 
Concern lost this vital funding to help 

mothers with unplanned and crisis pregnancies.   
Please take a baby bottle, fill with loose change, and return 
before March 31

st
.  Every penny, nickel and dime helps 

save two lives.  Thank you  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://catholicmhm.org/learning-center
https://catholicmhm.org/learning-center


 
 

SAINT PETER CHURCH                            

ELIZABETHTOWN, PA                  FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT~LAETARE SUNDAY         MARCH 10, 2024 

4 

 

 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  

                                                                                      
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           March 2/3, 2024 
  

 SUNDAY ONLINE   $ 4,758.00 
 SUNDAY ENVELOPES               $ 9,376.00 
 YOUTH     $ 78.00 
 TOTAL GIVING    $ 14,212.00 
 ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  $ 428.00 

  

DAC 2024  “Nourished by Faith” 
 

GOAL = $83,107 
GIFTS RECEIVED = $26,760 

 
Our campaign is now underway. This year 
our campaign goal is $83,107. Early gifts & 
pledges received over the last few weeks 
now total $26,760. So, we only need to 
raise $56,347. Remember Abel & Son’s 
FIRST TIME GIVERS CHALLENGE! If you 
have not given to the DAC in the past or 
this is your first time, your gift will be matched dollar for 
dollar up to $10,000. If your employer matches charitable 
gifts, you, too can double the impact of your gift.  
Please make your gift or pledge as soon as possible. We 
want to meet our goal much earlier this year than last year.  
Checks can be made out to St. Peter Church with DAC 
2024 in the memo line and dropped in the collection 
basket.    May God bless you for your generosity! 
 
Father Bernard  

 

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS  
 

Friday~ March 15, 2024 
Michele Switalski, Annette Eckinger, Gail Mohr, 

Theresa Hirkala & Caitlin Stein 
 

2024 EASTER FLOWERS 
    

    Family Name :______________________________________ 

    Phone #:___________________________________________ 

    Email Address:______________________________________ 

    Donation:___________________________________________ 

MEMORY: (Deceased)      HONOR: (Living) 
 
_____________________________________________  _______________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________  _______________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________  _______________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________  _______________________________________________ 

If you would like to remember or honor a loved one with Easter flowers, please fill out this form and drop in the 
collection basket or return  to the Parish Office with your donation no later than Wednesday, March 20. 
Donations help defray the cost of the flowers and donor’s names will be listed in the Easter weekend  bulletin.  

Synod on Synodality - Ongoing Engagement  
 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Synod 
Team is preparing for the Interim Stage Synthesis. As part of 
this, each diocese has been asked to host additional 
discussions on the below two questions: 
1. Where have I seen or experienced successes—and 
distresses—within the Church’s structure(s)/organization/
leadership/life that encourage or hinder the mission? 
2. How can the structures and organization of the Church 
help all the baptized to respond to the call to proclaim the 
Gospel and to live as a community of love and mercy in 
Christ? 
The Diocese of Harrisburg is holding an online session via 
Zoom on Wednesday, March 20 at 6 p.m. All are invited to 
participate in this session. For planning purposes, please 
register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/synod.  Thank you for 
contributing to this important process. 

All are invited to join Bishop Timothy Senior 
as he celebrates the Diocesan Chrism Mass 
at 4 p.m. on Monday, March 25, in the 
Cathedral Parish of Saint Patrick, 

Harrisburg. The Chrism Mass offers a solemn occasion to 
witness the blessing of the oils and the consecration of the 
Sacred Chrism that will be used in the celebration of the 
sacraments throughout the coming year. 

Total Collections 

Feb-24 Y-T-D 

Actual Budget Actual Budget 

$                 
 40,318 

 $                  
  55,774 

 $               
350,930 

 $                    
446,192 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.hbgdiocese.org/synod
http://inside.hbgdiocese.org/Lists/Digest/DispForm.aspx?ID=4992


Great Opportunities for Spirituality and Fellowship  

      Join our Parish Family and Youth on Palm Sunday, March 24th for     

The Passion of  the Christ movie starring Jim Caviezel as Jesus. This   

moving and graphic depiction of Christ on His journey to Calvary is rated 

R and has a  running time of 2 hours, 7 minutes. It will astound you whether   

it is your first time or tenth time, and it is a powerful way to begin the holiest 

week of the year. Doors will open at 6:30PM for light refreshments, and the 

movie will begin promptly at 7PM. An RSVP to the office is requested, but 

not  required. 

The Lord gave the Chaplet of Mercy as a Novena to Saint 

Maria Faustina. He promised, “By this Novena (of Chaplets) I 

will grant  every possible grace to souls” (796). Join your Parish 

Family on Good Friday at 2PM (just before the Liturgical Action 

at 2:30PM) to begin the Divine Mercy Novena which concludes 

on Divine Mercy Sunday (April 7th). Come receive His graces; 

pamphlets will be provided. 

Youth Living Stations will be presented on Good Friday, 

March 29th at 8PM. Our Youth, young students, and our      

contemporary musicians invite you and your families to join us 

for the special live presentation of the Stations of Jesus Christ. 

There will be a good will offering to benefit the Holy Lands. We 

hope to see you and your families there. 

 

While Easter is the most glorious day of our liturgical calendar, it is 
God’s Love reaching down to meet the needs and overcome the 
miseries of His creatures that we receive on Divine Mercy Sunday.  
Saint Peter and OCIA  are offering two invitations to better under-
stand and experience His mercy . Join us for a family friendly        
Divine Mercy movie at 7PM on Saturday, April 6th in the Parish Hall. 
We will provide light snacks and drinks. Bring blankets and pillows 
if you wish. Then join us on DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY at 2:30PM for a 
brief service that culminates with praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet as a Parish Family 
at 3PM. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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“A young man dressed in a white robe . . . said, ‘You are 
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 
risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 
But go, tell his disciples and Peter . . .’ ” (Mark 16:5-7).
“Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled 
from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they 
were afraid”  (Mark 16:8).

Who wouldn’t tremble and be afraid! You go to 
anoint a body to prepare it for a proper burial, but 
the body is missing. Then some ethereal creature 

tells you the body isn’t there because it is no longer dead 
but alive. Who could take it in? “Don’t be alarmed” the man 
in white said.  Yeah, right!  

Yet, looking back, perhaps the women remembered the 
thousands he had fed with only two fish and five loaves 
of bread (Matthew 14:15-21). Maybe they thought again 
about the raising of Lazarus from the dead (John 11:38-44). After all, he was the one who had stilled the rag-
ing sea (Mark 4:35-41).

Somewhere, sometime, that trembling and bewilderment turned to joy and faith, for they did go tell his 
disciples and Peter (Matthew 28:8). And Jesus met them and greeted them, and they worshipped him. “Then 
Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brothers  . . .’ ” (Matthew 28:9-10).

Jesus’ last command is the same as this one: Don’t be afraid. Go and tell. We can understand the fear of 
the women at the empty tomb. What are we afraid of? Trouble? Or hardship? Persecution? Or famine? Na-
kedness? Or danger? Or sword? There is no fear in these things! “No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us” (Romans 8:35, 37). We have the benefit of history. The women at 
the tomb couldn’t fathom the outcome, but we have God’s Word that assures us of our victory in Christ. We 
have his promise, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). So don’t 
be afraid!  Go and tell!  

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Do Not Be Afraid!

March

May not be reproduced without permission.
www.parishpublishing.org

Ask yourself: Do you ever find time for the work of God?  
There is a wide choice of things which you can do for God 
and neighbor, in and through your church community - if 
you have the good will. With goodwill you also will find 
the necessary time for such projects, even though you may 
have to cut and pare in other directions.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Saturday,  March 9 
9:00 am  Saint Michael’s Guard Day of Reflection PH 

12:00 pm Living Stations Practice C 
6:30 pm  7th & 8th Grade RE 
6:30 pm  Youth Meeting  
7:30 pm  Men’s Club Meeting PH 
Monday, March 11 
5:30 pm  CCW Star Barn Village /Stations of the Cross 
7:00 pm   OCIA  “Authentic Love”  Room 2 
Tuesday, March 12 
6:30 pm  Bible Study Room 2 
Wednesday,  March 13 
10:00 am  Bible Study PH 
6:30 pm  PreK—6 Religious Ed   
7:00 pm  Community Lenten Service  HERE !  
Thursday, March 14 
5:00 pm  Confessions C 
5:30 pm  Rosary C 
6:00 pm  Daily Mass & Adoration  
Friday, March 15 Parish Office Closed  
4:30 pm  Drive Thru Lenten Dinners Parking Lot 
7:00 pm  Stations of the Cross C 
9:30 pm  Youth Group Glow Bowling Clearview Lanes 
Saturday,  March 16 
6:30 am  TMIY  
Sunday,  March 17  FIFTH  SUNDAY OF LENT  
12:00 pm Living Stations Practice C 
6:30 pm  7th & 8th Grade RE 
6:30 pm  Youth Meeting  

 

Fridays in Lent  

    4:30pm-6:30pm            7:00 pm 

2024 Lenten Communal Services 
“Jesus, shows us how to love one another.” 

 

John 15:12-17 
 

March 13th -  St Peter’s Catholic Church  
 

March 20th - Sell Chapel ~ Masonic Village 
 

All services are Wednesday evenings at 7pm 
All are welcome Sponsored by Elizabethtown Ministerium 

sponsored by the Elizabethtown Ministerium 

Glow Bowling 
Friday, March 15 

 

Youth from 7-12th grade are invited to go 
glow bowling at Clearview Lanes on Fri-
day March 15 from 9:30-11:30pm. Please 
RSVP to Theresa Yoder at 
holtzenyoder@gmail.com by March 11 so 
lanes can be reserved. Students should 
be dropped off and picked up at the bowling alley. Cost is 
$12 per person and includes shoe rental. Please bring 
your payment with you to the bowling alley. 

Ladies of the parish 18 yrs.and up- Join our St. Peter 
Council of Catholic Women (CCW) for our next special 
event as we walk the Stations of the Cross together at the 
Star Barn Village and prepare the way for our Risen Lord 
this Easter. Meet at the Church parking lot to carpool with 
us at 5:30pm. We will return to the Parish Hall afterwards 
and gather for refreshments with our short meeting. Bring a 
friend to share in this meaningful evening. 
Jennifer Miller- President St. Peter CCW 
Questions? Contact me at library3mom@gmail.com 

 

CCW  
MONDAY ~ MARCH 11, 2024 

National Centre for Padre Pio  
   
Visit the National Centre for Padre Pio, 
Padre Pio's "Home in the USA."  The 
Centre, originally founded in 1969 by Vera 
and Harry Calandra in their kitchen in 
Norristown, PA. exists as the Calandra 
family's "thank-you" to Padre Pio for an 
incredible grace bestowed upon them.  Now 

situated on a 106-acre campus in Barto, PA, the Centre is 
home to a reproduction of Our Lady of Grace Chapel, 
Padre Pio's friary chapel in Italy, as well as a world-class 
museum and cultural center, where visitors can learn 
about the life and miraculous history of this great saint.   

SAVE THE DATE!! 
Saturday, May 11, 2024 is our Annual Parish Pilgrimage! This 
year, we will travel to the Saint Padre Pio Shrine in Barto, PA. 

Stay tuned for more details! 

 

MASS ATTENDANCE  March 2/3 
4:00 PM = 108 
8:30 AM = 172 

10:30 AM = 180 
TOTAL =  460 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mangia!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information,
please call the parish office.

NOW HIRING
SALES
REPRESENTATIVE
Join Our Family ~ Diocesan.com/Careers

PUT  YOUR FAITH 
TO WORK.

 
 

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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