St. Peter Catholic Church
1840 Marshall Dr.
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Fr. Bernard-Mary Ayo Oniwe, O.P, Pastor

Email: frboniwe@hbgdiocese.org
www.stpeteretown.org

Third Sunday of Advent ~ December 14, 2025

e

PARISH STAFF MASS SCHEDULE

Deacon Gregory Amarante ~
DGAmarante@hbgdiocese.org

SATURDAY EVENING VIGIL - 4:30 PM - CHURCH
SUNDAY - 8:30AM & 10:30AM - CHURCH

Steve Desjardins, Parish Business Administrator x 5 DAILY MASS ~ HISTORIC CHURCH & CHURCH

Eileen M. Rider, Administrative Assistant x 2

secretary@stpeteretown.org Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 8:00 am HC
Thursday 6:00pm Church 5:30 pm Rosary C

Kira Crispino, Parish Secretary x 2 HOLY DAYS

Georgann Azzalina, Coordinator of Religious Education Holy Day Vigil - 5:30pm Church Holy Day - 7:00am

cre@stpeteretown.org Historic Church / 7:00pm Church

(Mass Time subject to change)
Michael Checco, Director of Liturgical Music

music@stpeteretown.org SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Thursday 5:15 pm - 5:30 pm
Saturday 3:30pm - 4:00pm / And By Appointment

Vicky Kern, OCIA Coordinator, kernvicky64@gmail.com

PARISH REGISTRATION FORM

O  New Registration Name: Phone:
a Change of Address
a Moving out of Parish

Street: Email:

New Parishioners: If you are new in the area of our Parish, we invite you to register as members. Please drop
this information into the Offertory Basket or mail to Parish Office.
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Beloved in Christ,

“Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” (Mt 11:2). Is God not who he says he is? Is Jesus truly
present in our world? Am | seeing myself grow spiritually? John the Baptist must have wondered, in his pain and suffering,
whether Jesus was truly the Messiah he claimed to be. We too have our doubts and questionings of the presence of God in
our world, is Jesus at work in our lives?

Christ came 2000 years ago at the first Christmas, yet the world is still in the darkness of sin, violence, war, hate, lies,
suffering, and aimless death. We were baptized, received Eucharist frequently, confirmed, yet and despite this, Jesus'
coming and presence in our lives, we still show weakness and sin and suffer pains and anguish.

Despite conditions that make us wonder whether God is with us because of suffering and trials, despite our wondering and
doubts about whether we are growing in faith, we know for sure that the Light of joy is present in the darkness of sin and evil
that sometimes envelopes our lives. The Lord will come and save us, the Psalmist says to us this morning. God is with us,
he is near, the coming of the Lord is near, St James reminds us. Here is your God, he comes to save you, says the prophet
Isaiah.

No cause for alarm, Jesus is here in our world, in our Church, in our individual lives. The seed of Christ's presence 2000
years ago is still growing patiently and quietly in a world that seems to only show us darkness. Look at all the good brought
into the world since Christ came at first Christmas: catholic schools, orphanages, hospitals, saints. See how you have lived
life based on hope, faith, and a good Christian conscience. These are the fruits of Christ's presence in our lives.

We only need to be patient and trust in the Lord. Until his second coming and his daily comings, we must be joyfully
expectant and live in hope that there is light on the horizon. Like the farmer in today’s letter of St James, we must be patient
to see the seeds we plant blossom. We are called to build in faith, patiently and expectantly. Donovan’s song, “Little
Church”, in the film based on the life of St. Francis of Assisi, Brother Sun, Sister Moon, captures this sense for us:

“If you want your dream to be
Build it slow and surely.
Small beginnings, greater ends
Heartfelt work grows purely.

If you want to live life free
Take your time go slowly.
Do few things but do them well
Simple joys are holy.

Grow slowly and steadily. It takes time to grow spiritually. Like many saints, we may not see the signs of God’s presence in
the midst of our struggles, sin and sufferings we encounter daily, we may have our doubt and questionings like John the
Baptist but like St. Teresa of Avila, who for the first 20 years of her spiritual life was not on fire, we must persist in prayers
and charity until our faith starts to blossom. The saints have much to teach us about how God is joyfully encountered, even
in the darkness of a sad and sorrowful world. Let us be joyful as we patiently allow Jesus to come into our lives at Christmas
and every day. We must do our part in watering and fertilizing the soil as we wait patiently for the seeds of faith planted in us
to grow and blossom. Be patient and have no doubt that Jesus is the one who is to come, and he is near. Do not doubt but
rejoice that he is near on this Gaudete Sunday.

We had our Advent penance service last Friday. Many of us have had the opportunity to prepare a home in our hearts for
Jesus to dwell at Christmas by taking advantage of several opportunities for sacramental reconciliation. We have an
additional aid in our preparation for a joyful Christmas tomorrow at our Advent Night of prayer and adoration led by Mark
Forrest, Irish Tenor. It promises to be another amazing night of hope and joy; you don’t want to miss it. Invite a friend to
come with you.

With joy,

Fr. Alayode Bernard, OP
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SAINT PETER CHURCH
ELIZABETHTOWN, PA

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 14, 2025

| Mass Intentions

FOR THE WEEK €

SAT DCEMBER 13
4:30 PM Our Parish Family
SUN DECEMBER 14 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8:30 AM + Rick Morton (C) Rob & Jane Cavender

10:30 AM + Deacon Ryan (C) Bereavement

1:00 PM NO COLLEGE MASS

MON DECEMBER 15

7:00 PM + Dean Sikora (HC) Azzalina Family

TUE DECEMBER 16

8:00 AM Special Intentions of Linda Martens (HC)
Eileen Rider

WED DECEMBER 17

8:00 AM + Chuck Mealey Sr. (HC) Mil Mealey

THU DECEMBER 18

6:00 PM + Jim Tarman (C) Mary Ellen Tarman

FRI DECEMBER 19

8:00 AM + Chris Klinger (HC) Klinger Family

SAT DCEMBER 20

4:30 PM + Frank Murawski (C) Lorraine Murawski

SUN DECEMBER 21 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

r &

The Altar Flowers
Are in Loving Memory of

Thomas Penatzer

From John & Mary Ann Penatzer
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The Blessed Mother Flowers
Are in Loving Memory of

Teresa Peters

From Brenda Burris
&

The Saint Joseph Flowers
Are in Loving Memory of

Greg Mulleavy

From Tom Mulleavy

8:30 AM + Tom Norcott (C) Claire Kona
10:30 AM Our Parish Family
1:00 PM NO COLLEGE MASS
Scripture Readings
For the Week of December 14, 2025
Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; Jas 5:7-10;
Mt 11:2-11
Monday Num 24: 2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab; 6 and 7bc, 8-
9; Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and
23; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday Gen 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8,17; Mt 1:1
-17
Thursday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25
Friday Jdg 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk
1:5-25
Saturday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent

Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Rm 1:1-7; Mt
1:18-24

In Memoriam
~ Mary Ann Waleff ~

Parishioner,

“ Eternal Rest Grant Unto Her O Lord, and Let Perpetual
Light Shine Upon Her. May All of the Faithful Departed,
Through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace. Amen.”

St. Peter 2026
2026 Religious Art calendars are in
the Narthex. Please pick up a
copy for your family.

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
During Advent, additional opportunities for "

weekly confession will be available. YormE
ARE
Between Sunday Masses [ SVAY,

9:45AM - 10:15AM
Every Thursday 5:00-5:45PM
Every Saturday 3:00PM -3:45PM

A complete list of Lancaster Deanery
Penance Services is available in the Narthex.

SANCTUARY CANDLES ILLUMINATE THIS WEEK:
~ HisTORIC CHURCH ~

In Loving Memory of
Lupita & Cesar
From the Gonzalez Huerta Family

~Church ~
In Loving Memory of

Teresa Peters
From Brenda Burris

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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R Stewardship

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP!

A Way of Life
COMING IN 2026: December 6/7, 2025

_ SUNDAY ONLINE $ 3,847.00
THE CATHOLIC SUNDAY ENVELOPES $ 8,495.00
YOUTH $ 85.00

\\]Irl‘N E S S TOTAL SUNDAY GIVING $12,427.00

(,‘ £ 3 SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL $1,392.00
4
I\ \ II\L l NIJ SECOND COLLECTION ~ RETIREMENT FUND

This collection provides qualified religious institutes with
financial aid to address retirement necessities. These men
and women religious who taught in schools, served in

LEARN MORE AND DONATE TODAY AT parish ministries and helped provide social services for the
www.catholicwitness.org/catholic-witness-magazine/ Church selflessly devoted their lives to serving others,
often for little to no pay. As they age, many religious
communities face a significant gap between the cost of

care and available resources. Please prayerfully consider

hnd distribution of the magazine, ensuring that it

supporting this collection.
eaches thousands of Catholic households throughout

bur 15 counties. : T YEAR END DAC 2025 “Living Our Faith”
very contribution, large or small, helps share the Good GOAL = $74,31 1

ews and strengthens our Diocesan community of faith.
Total gifts and pledges = $78,954

his new magazine can only happen with your support,
our donation will help us bring The Catholic Witness
agazine to life — directly supporting the production

Over goal = $4,643 ~ THANK YOU

THE DIOCESE OF

=% HARRISBURG
Important dates to keep in mind. If you itemize your
charitable contributions for your income tax return,
12/31/25 is the last date you may give to the campaign for
your gift to be included in your deductions for 2025. If you
are making your gift via your IRA or using stock to fulfill
your pledge all stock transfers need to be completed by

DECEMBER 28, 2025

@9:30 AM : : : 12/15/25 to ensure that the transaction is completed by
e e - .. Wil 12/31. If you are using a credit card tq fulfill your pledge or
HARRISBURG BT = make your gift all credit card transactions must be made by

12/31. Again, thank you for your support!

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
December 19, 2025 Friday

O o
°
e-.'-.'-7
IUBILAEUM A. D. MMXXV

PERINCPEM Y By Mkl Carole Pickel, Marie Strait, Ann Shank,

Suzanne Anstead & Nancy Ritz

30 Minutes B.C. Fformed
A Nativity Play

Forming Catholics for /gfe.

30 Minutes BC

30 Minutes BC creatively explores the profound emotions and intimate
struggles of Mary and Joseph during the final 30 minutes before the birth
of Jesus. As the clock ticks down, the couple navigates a whirlwind of
hope, joy, and uncertainty, turning to God amidst it all.

Our parish has a free Formed subscription for you! Simply scan the QR code APy -
or visit formed.org/signup to create your account and select our parish
to get free access to this content and much more! E

F
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,.bb.'mﬁbia Catholic Mental Health Ministry
Invites You to Join Us in Prayer

Ecumenical

“Blue Christmas Vigil -

' ‘Friday, December 19th 6:30 p.m.,
~ Saint Peter's Church +

Welcoming service of, prayers, words ahd music for those

: who are grieving, sad or lonely this holiday season

:l.\.:
- J--

d
g

Location: St. Peter’s
Roman Catholic Church,
121 South Second St.,
Columbia, PA 17512

FIND STRENGTH AND
SOLACE IN GOD’S LOVING
PRESENCE AS WE GATHER

TO MOURN THE LOSSES FELT
IN THE HOLIDAY SEASON

Blue Christmas IS a
contemplative prayer service
of peace, healing and hope for
anyone who is mourning a lost
loved one, experiencing hurt of
any kind or accompanying
someone who is suffering.
Whether you are feeling blue or
not, this gathering service
unites us together to support
one another as we express the
fullness of God’s goodness,
faithfulness and love. Come
alone or invite a friend to this
service where we can be there
for one another.

_ Sponsored by |

Columbiaholic
Mental Health Ministry

CCMentalHealthMinistry@gmail.com

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



You're Invited

-
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Experience the joyful Advent season of the coming of Christ by reflecting on the Gospels,
meditating on the music, and experiencing the presence of Christ in the Blessed
Sacrament. A perfect time for us to reflect on our journey as we welcome Christ into our

hearts. Join us and Mark Forrest, Irish Tenor, for this evening of prayer.

Location: St. Peter Catholic Church
904 Mill Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Date: Monday, December 15, 2025 Time: 7:00 PM

__ Contact: Parish office 717-367-1255

MARK FORREST.COM

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com




SAINT PETER CHURCH

ELIZABETHTOWN, PA THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 14, 2025

CHURCH |See=smm

DAR | s
CALEN 2
Saturday, December 13

6:30 am That Man is You Room 6

2:00 pm Handmaids Christmas Party PH
3:30 pm Confessions

Sunday, December 14 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
12:00 pm Parish Family Bingo PH

6:30 pm 7 & 8 grade Religious Ed
Monday, December 15
7:00 pm Night of Prayer with Mark Forrest C

Tuesday, December 16
Wednesday, December 17

Chsistmas _
Mass "--;‘lwuluh.:f.

L)

Christmas Eve ~ Wednesday, December 24
4:00 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 pm Historic Church
Christmas Day ~ Thursday, December 25
10:00 am

Mary Mother of God Vigil ~ Wednesday,
December 31

$20/Calendar They make great gifts.
The gift that keeps on giving.

Calendars are available in the Parish Office

6:30 pm RE PK4-6th Grades 4:30 pm
7:00 pm Choir Mary Mother of God ~ Thursday, January 1
Thursday, December 18 10:00 am
5:15 pm Confessions
5:30 pm Rosary
6:00 pm Mass & Adoration MASS POSITION NEEDS
gritda)g Degember; 9 20 Christmas Eve
aturday, December )
NO That Man is You Room 6 4:00 PM|Altar Servers 3
3:30 pm Confessions Ushers 2
Sunday, December 21 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
6:30 pm 7 & 8 grade Religious Ed 6:00 PMICoordinator 1
Altar Servers 2
Bl) W e) o)
OO W Q il Lector 1
Come one, come all to FAMILY BINGO this Sunday from
12-2pm in our Parish Hall. Bring a $5-$10 wrapped gift and Ushers 4
join the fun. Games and activities for all ages.
10:00 PM|Ushers 1
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU o
The baby bottle campaign raised $1950.58 ég‘_“‘.
this year for A WOMAN’S CONCERN.. I'm V) e Christmas Day
pleased .?nd Rs’o gratetfil_;ovyr_ ptarish a3 10:00 AM|Coordinator 1
generosity. Respect Life Ministry = Altar Server )
Thank you to the Knights of Extraordinary Ministers 2
Columbus for providing an Usher 4
opportunity for the parish to spend Streaming 1
time in front of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus Pilgrim Icon. It was a beautiful “The Fourth Quarter of Your Life:
time for reflection, quiet prayer and Embracing What Matters Most”
to offer our personal intentions to the &
Sacred Heart of Jesus. by Matthew Kelly and Allen R. Hunt
If you are considering retirement or you are in THE
2025 Calendar Winners the retirement phase of life and would like to FOURTH
. further discover, discern and design how you QUARTER
Joa"”;‘ 'Gﬁtfy' C"wclkklfongl Dennc’_s lzo”e""' can continue to serve the Lord this book
'CEiIee:nSIgl{:;ea s&l'Vitf)a%art :: 0 club is for YOU. The resource will be provided OF
r LLC) at no cost, however space is limited. For YOUR
2026 LOTTERY CALENDARS NOW AVAILABLE!! more information or how to register, please LIFE

contact Mary Dolan at 717-572-6000 or at
mkdolan3@gmail.com. Scheduled dates are
Tuesdays mornings 10:00-11:30 AM or Tuesday evenings 6:30-
8:00 PM on January 6, 13, 20 and 27.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Michele & Bob Switalski * Parishioners “Before You 5.5 i
P FURNITURE BE' oor Stence/. 7, M\
M MEDIC® Sign canqies

+ Restoration & Refinishin Re-gluin i V
« Conservation Techniqueg . Wat%r ngage CALL M 7 prer:um Clhzml'a:le_s
« Scratches & Gouges * Insurance Claims ure. chocolate. bliss
* Pet & Moving Dar%age « On-Site Repair Available ROOFING 36 -I 8406 P 558 E. High St \nl CLF:ARWF'ALTH
Residential & Commercial SIDING Elizabethtown A\ PARTNERS o
717-361-7600 | 717-475-0866 g e Pers;mal Wealth Strategies
fumituremsdocotastot AbelandSon.com spencecandies.com | REk %ﬁé‘ﬁgﬁ:ﬁ;w

(717) 715-1722

SA‘W( Peter Men'’s Club

AP
ALY W2 )
?\» L 1860 Charter Lane, Suite 203
f f/“ tA Fanshtll\]/[mlstr\t/ de]rdlc;ted to1 Lancaster, PA 17601
. | fostering the spiritual and socia
Mlller ;| development of the men of Saint u FA M I LY D E N TA I' mroda@myclearwealth.com
People you know. People who ca www.clearwealthpartners.com

Securities and advisory services offered
through Commonwealth Financial Network®
Member FINRA/SIPC,

a Registered Investment Advisor

717- 367 1336
100 Continental Drive, Elizabethtown

] ! .2 Peters through fellowship and
Fln ken b] nder ¥ service to thebparish community.

Funeral Home & Crematory

1 ;5 For membership or information,
call Mike at 717-367-5370

Kala M. Smith,
Supervisor ..0. 0, ACceptm NG Consider
717-367-1543 W Patieng Remembering

Your Parish in

www.millerfuneralhome.com

e e 130 North Market St. W\, H e al [ h y | Your Will
[ e S For further information,

please call the parish office.

Elizabethtown, PA

Podiatry Center

Diane Bray, DPM

282 Maytown Rd. Suite 200
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

223-283-6062

www.healthystepspodiatrycenter.com

717.944.7015

A DV E R T I S E ‘ Fzmnll/ Owned & Operated Since 1961
HERE 260 E. Main St. Middletown, PA 17057 M ur p h y

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneralhome.com

Promote your Business AND support your Parish. T T zac@matinchekfh.com T o VTt
Lisa Sparkman ~ 717-507-3766 achary E. Matinche rank E. Matinche

Isparkman@diocesan.com Owner, Supervisor Founder
O : ™ LARRY HESS fexcor
w. .‘ catholicmatch | ABR, THEHESS GROUP ELITE
i 8.4 M: 717.875.0598 ELLERWILLIAM
Get this bulletin PenﬂSWVCIﬂIO ; o e o 717.553.2500 KEL L A\—S‘
emailed to you

5139 Main St. East Petersburg, PA 17520 r'/ -

GROU

every week. YOUR DOWNSIZING
Simply go ¢ \ W - SOLUTION!
whrwe DM CHURCH/3218 LANDSCAPING| | S i
o AT &
oS 4 Bl 717.468.2520
...Or scan = [a] 7117-533=11872 E S P 2. Union St.

o 0N n AM, Hi i
Certified|Pesticide/Applicator, uPcyaESRZEJZLSJEJERRE%D?SENEITURE ety

CatholicMatch.com/

OXQDISCOVE RMASS goPA 3992 Roundtop Road « Elizabethtown Finouson 'f

The Businesses listed makie this bulletin possible.
Please support them when you can.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week. Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe
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