
St. Peter Catholic Church
1840 Marshall Dr.

Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Fr. Bernard-Mary Ayo Oniwe, O.P., Pastor

Email: frboniwe@hbgdiocese.org
www.stpeteretown.org

New Registration
Change of Address
Moving out of Parish

New Parishioners: If you are new in the area of our Parish, we invite you to register as members. Please drop
this information into the Offertory Basket or mail to Parish Office.

Name:____________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Street: _____________________________________________ Email: ______

Third Sunday of Advent ~ December 14, 2025

MASS SCHEDULE

Sൺඍඎඋൽൺඒ Eඏൾඇංඇ඀ Vං඀ංඅ - 4:30 ඉආ - Cඁඎඋർඁ
Sඎඇൽൺඒ - 8:30ൺආ ๟ 10:30ൺආ - Cඁඎඋർඁ

DAILY MASS ~ HISTORIC CHURCH & CHURCH

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 8:00 am HC
Thursday 6:00pm Church 5:30 pm Rosary C

HOLY DAYS

Holy Day Vigil - 5:30pm Church Holy Day - 7:00am
Historic Church / 7:00pm Church

(Mass Time subject to change)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Thursday 5:15 pm - 5:30 pm
Saturday 3:30pm - 4:00pm / And By Appointment

PARISH REGISTRATION FORM

PARISH STAFF
Deacon Gregory Amarante ~
DGAmarante@hbgdiocese.org

Steve Desjardins, Parish Business Administrator x 5

Eileen M. Rider, Administrative Assistant x 2
secretary@stpeteretown.org

Kira Crispino, Parish Secretary x 2

Georgann Azzalina, Coordinator of Religious Education
cre@stpeteretown.org

Michael Checco, Director of Liturgical Music
music@stpeteretown.org

Vicky Kern, OCIA Coordinator, kernvicky64@gmail.com

http://www.stpeteretown.org
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Beloved in Christ,

“Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” (Mt 11:2). Is God not who he says he is? Is Jesus truly
present in our world? Am I seeing myself grow spiritually? John the Baptist must have wondered, in his pain and suffering,
whether Jesus was truly the Messiah he claimed to be. We too have our doubts and questionings of the presence of God in
our world, is Jesus at work in our lives?

Christ came 2000 years ago at the first Christmas, yet the world is still in the darkness of sin, violence, war, hate, lies,
suffering, and aimless death. We were baptized, received Eucharist frequently, confirmed, yet and despite this, Jesus'
coming and presence in our lives, we still show weakness and sin and suffer pains and anguish.

Despite conditions that make us wonder whether God is with us because of suffering and trials, despite our wondering and
doubts about whether we are growing in faith, we know for sure that the Light of joy is present in the darkness of sin and evil
that sometimes envelopes our lives. The Lord will come and save us, the Psalmist says to us this morning. God is with us,
he is near, the coming of the Lord is near, St James reminds us. Here is your God, he comes to save you, says the prophet
Isaiah.

No cause for alarm, Jesus is here in our world, in our Church, in our individual lives. The seed of Christ's presence 2000
years ago is still growing patiently and quietly in a world that seems to only show us darkness. Look at all the good brought
into the world since Christ came at first Christmas: catholic schools, orphanages, hospitals, saints. See how you have lived
life based on hope, faith, and a good Christian conscience. These are the fruits of Christ's presence in our lives.
We only need to be patient and trust in the Lord. Until his second coming and his daily comings, we must be joyfully
expectant and live in hope that there is light on the horizon. Like the farmer in today’s letter of St James, we must be patient
to see the seeds we plant blossom. We are called to build in faith, patiently and expectantly. Donovan’s song, “Little
Church”, in the film based on the life of St. Francis of Assisi, Brother Sun, Sister Moon, captures this sense for us:

“If you want your dream to be
Build it slow and surely.

Small beginnings, greater ends
Heartfelt work grows purely.

If you want to live life free
Take your time go slowly.

Do few things but do them well
Simple joys are holy.

Grow slowly and steadily. It takes time to grow spiritually. Like many saints, we may not see the signs of God’s presence in
the midst of our struggles, sin and sufferings we encounter daily, we may have our doubt and questionings like John the
Baptist but like St. Teresa of Avila, who for the first 20 years of her spiritual life was not on fire, we must persist in prayers
and charity until our faith starts to blossom. The saints have much to teach us about how God is joyfully encountered, even
in the darkness of a sad and sorrowful world. Let us be joyful as we patiently allow Jesus to come into our lives at Christmas
and every day. We must do our part in watering and fertilizing the soil as we wait patiently for the seeds of faith planted in us
to grow and blossom. Be patient and have no doubt that Jesus is the one who is to come, and he is near. Do not doubt but
rejoice that he is near on this Gaudete Sunday.

We had our Advent penance service last Friday. Many of us have had the opportunity to prepare a home in our hearts for
Jesus to dwell at Christmas by taking advantage of several opportunities for sacramental reconciliation. We have an
additional aid in our preparation for a joyful Christmas tomorrow at our Advent Night of prayer and adoration led by Mark
Forrest, Irish Tenor. It promises to be another amazing night of hope and joy; you don’t want to miss it. Invite a friend to
come with you.

With joy,

Fr. Alayode Bernard, OP

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Altar Flowers
Are in Loving Memory of

Thomas Penatzer

From John & Mary Ann Penatzer
~~~~~~~~~~

The Blessed Mother Flowers
Are in Loving Memory of

Teresa Peters

From Brenda Burris
&

The Saint Joseph Flowers
Are in Loving Memory of

Greg Mulleavy

From TomMulleavy

SAT DCEMBER 13
4:30 PM Our Parish Family
SUN DECEMBER 14 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:30 AM + Rick Morton (C) Rob & Jane Cavender
10:30 AM + Deacon Ryan (C) Bereavement
1:00 PM NO COLLEGE MASS
MON DECEMBER 15
7:00 PM + Dean Sikora (HC) Azzalina Family
TUE DECEMBER 16
8:00 AM Special Intentions of Linda Martens (HC)

Eileen Rider
WED DECEMBER 17
8:00 AM + Chuck Mealey Sr. (HC) Mil Mealey
THU DECEMBER 18
6:00 PM + Jim Tarman (C) Mary Ellen Tarman
FRI DECEMBER 19
8:00 AM + Chris Klinger (HC) Klinger Family
SAT DCEMBER 20
4:30 PM + Frank Murawski (C) Lorraine Murawski
SUN DECEMBER 21 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:30 AM + Tom Norcott (C) Claire Kona
10:30 AM Our Parish Family
1:00 PM NO COLLEGE MASS

SSccrriippttuurree RReeaaddiinnggss

FFoorr tthhee WWeeeekk ooff DDeecceemmbbeerr 1144,, 22002255

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent
Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; Jas 5:7-10;
Mt 11:2-11

Monday Num 24: 2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab; 6 and 7bc, 8-
9; Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and
23; Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday Gen 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8,17; Mt 1:1
-17

Thursday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25
Friday Jdg 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk

1:5-25
Saturday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent

Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Rm 1:1-7; Mt
1:18-24

Sඉඖඋගඝඉකඡ Cඉඖඌඔඍඛ එඔඔඝඕඑඖඉගඍ ගඐඑඛ ඟඍඍඓ:
~ Hඑඛග඗කඑඋ Cඐඝකඋඐ ~
In Loving Memory of

Lupita & Cesar
From the Gonzalez Huerta Family

~Church ~
In Loving Memory of

Teresa Peters
From Brenda Burris

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
During Advent, additional opportunities for
weekly confession will be available.

Between Sunday Masses
9:45AM - 10:15AM

Every Thursday 5:00-5:45PM
Every Saturday 3:00PM –3:45PM

A complete list of Lancaster Deanery
Penance Services is available in the Narthex.

2026 St. Peter 2026
Religious Art calendars are in
the Narthex. Please pick up a

copy for your family.

In Memoriam
~ Mary Ann Waleff ~

Parishioner,
“ Eternal Rest Grant Unto Her O Lord, and Let Perpetual
Light Shine Upon Her. May All of the Faithful Departed,
Through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace. Amen.”

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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December 6/7, 2025
SUNDAY ONLINE $ 3,847.00
SUNDAY ENVELOPES $ 8,495.00
YOUTH $ 85.00
TOTAL SUNDAY GIVING $ 12,427.00
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL $ 1,392.00

SECOND COLLECTION ~ RETIREMENT FUND

This collection provides qualified religious institutes with
financial aid to address retirement necessities. These men
and women religious who taught in schools, served in
parish ministries and helped provide social services for the
Church selflessly devoted their lives to serving others,
often for little to no pay. As they age, many religious
communities face a significant gap between the cost of
care and available resources. Please prayerfully consider
supporting this collection.

YEAR END DAC 2025 “Living Our Faith”
GOAL = $74,311

Total gifts and pledges = $78,954

Over goal = $4,643 ~ THANK YOU

Important dates to keep in mind. If you itemize your
charitable contributions for your income tax return,
12/31/25 is the last date you may give to the campaign for
your gift to be included in your deductions for 2025. If you
are making your gift via your IRA or using stock to fulfill
your pledge all stock transfers need to be completed by
12/15/25 to ensure that the transaction is completed by
12/31. If you are using a credit card to fulfill your pledge or
make your gift all credit card transactions must be made by
12/31. Again, thank you for your support!

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
December 19, 2025 Friday

Carole Pickel, Marie Strait, Ann Shank,
Suzanne Anstead & Nancy Ritz

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:secretary@stpeteretown.org
mailto:hdccwscholarship@gmail.com
mailto:joynbob10@aol.com
https://www.harrisburgdiocesanccw.com/hdccw-scholarship
https://www.harrisburgdiocesanccw.com/hdccw-scholarship


CCMentalHealthMinistry@gmail.com

FIND STRENGTH AND
SOLACE IN GOD’S LOVING
PRESENCE ASWE GATHER

TOMOURN THE LOSSES FELT
IN THE HOLIDAY SEASON

Blue Christmas is a
contemplative prayer service
of peace, healing and hope for
anyone who is mourning a lost
loved one, experiencing hurt of
any kind or accompanying
someone who is suffering.
Whether you are feeling blue or
not, this gathering service
unites us together to support
one another as we express the
fullness of God’s goodness,
faithfulness and love. Come
alone or invite a friend to this
service where we can be there
for one another.

Sponsored bySaint Peter Roman Catholic
Church

121Location: St. Peter’s Catholic
Church, 121 South Second Street,

Columbia, PA
South Second Street, Columbia,

PA

Location: St. Peter’s
Roman Catholic Church,
121 South Second St.,
Columbia, PA 17512

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Advent's
Journey

of
Hope

Mark Forrest.com

Experience the joyful Advent season of the coming of Christ by reflecting on the Gospels,
meditating on themusic, and experiencing the presence of Christ in the Blessed
Sacrament. A perfect time for us to reflect on our journey as wewelcome Christ into our
hearts. Join us andMark Forrest, Irish Tenor, for this evening of prayer.

Location: St. Peter Catholic Church
904 Mill Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Date: Monday, December 15, 2025 Time: 7:00 PM
Contact: Parish office 717-367-1255

You're Invited

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Saturday, December 13
6:30 am That Man is You Room 6
2:00 pm Handmaids Christmas Party PH
3:30 pm Confessions
Sunday, December 14 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
12:00 pm Parish Family Bingo PH
6:30 pm 7 & 8 grade Religious Ed
Monday, December 15
7:00 pm Night of Prayer with Mark Forrest C
Tuesday, December 16
Wednesday, December 17
6:30 pm RE PK4-6th Grades
7:00 pm Choir
Thursday, December 18
5:15 pm Confessions
5:30 pm Rosary
6:00 pm Mass & Adoration
Friday, December 19
Saturday, December 20
NO That Man is You Room 6
3:30 pm Confessions
Sunday, December 21 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
6:30 pm 7 & 8 grade Religious Ed

2025 Calendar Winners
Joanne Getty, Chuck Long, Dennis Hollern,

Michele Switalski, Reagan Cook,
Eileen Rider & Vito Fultano

2026 LOTTERY CALENDARS NOW AVAILABLE!!

$20/Calendar They make great gifts.
The gift that keeps on giving.

Calendars are available in the Parish Office

Christmas Eve ~ Wednesday, December 24
4:00 pm
6:00 pm

10:00 pm Historic Church
Christmas Day ~ Thursday, December 25

10:00 am
Mary Mother of God Vigil ~ Wednesday,

December 31
4:30 pm

Mary Mother of God ~ Thursday, January 1
10:00 am

“The Fourth Quarter of Your Life:
Embracing What Matters Most”

by Matthew Kelly and Allen R. Hunt
If you are considering retirement or you are in
the retirement phase of life and would like to
further discover, discern and design how you
can continue to serve the Lord this book
club is for YOU. The resource will be provided
at no cost, however space is limited. For
more information or how to register, please
contact Mary Dolan at 717-572-6000 or at
mkdolan3@gmail.com. Scheduled dates are
Tuesdays mornings 10:00-11:30 AM or Tuesday evenings 6:30-
8:00 PM on January 6, 13, 20 and 27.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU
The baby bottle campaign raised $1950.58
this year for A WOMAN’S CONCERN.. I’m
pleased and so grateful for our parish
generosity. Respect Life Ministry

MASS POSITION NEEDS
Christmas Eve

4:00 PMAltar Servers 3
Ushers 2

6:00 PMCoordinator 1
Altar Servers 2
Lector 1
Ushers 4

10:00 PMUshers 1

Christmas Day
10:00 AMCoordinator 1

Altar Server 2
Extraordinary Ministers 2
Usher 4
Streaming 1

Thank you to the Knights of
Columbus for providing an

opportunity for the parish to spend
time in front of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus Pilgrim Icon. It was a beautiful
time for reflection, quiet prayer and
to offer our personal intentions to the

Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Come one, come all to FAMILY BINGO this Sunday from
12-2pm in our Parish Hall. Bring a $5-$10 wrapped gift and
join the fun. Games and activities for all ages.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



A
d
v
e
rtise

B
u
sin

e
ss

o
r
D
io
ce

sa
n
.co

m
/

8
0
0
-2
3
3
-8
2
0
0

3218

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/3218

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

...or scan
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