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Email: frboniwe@hbgdiocese.org 
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717-367-1255

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ February 1, 2026 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday  9:00 am - 4:00 pm  Friday Closed 
Tel: 717-367-1255     Fax: 717-367-1270 
Parish Website: www.stpeteretown.org 
YouTube: youtube.com/@stpeteretown/streams 
 
Facebook: St. Peter Parish, Elizabethtown 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Evening Vigil - 4:30 pm - Church 
Sunday - 8:30am & 10:30am - Church 

DAILY MASS ~ HISTORIC CHURCH & CHURCH  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  & Friday 8:00 am HC 
Thursday 6:00pm Church  5:30 pm Rosary  C 

http://www.stpeteretown.org


 
 

SAINT PETER CHURCH                               
ELIZABETHTOWN, PA                    FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    FEBRUARY 1, 2026 

2 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters, 
 
"When he saw the crowds, he went up the mountain...He began to teach them..." (Matthew 5:1). There is something to say 
about the designation of the church building on 1840 Marshall Dr/ 904 Mill Rd as a "new" church in comparison to the 
Historical Church as the "old" church. From the beginning of my time here, I have always contested the original 
nomenclature. I prefer to call the "new" church "the church on the Hill." I think my preference for that terminology is 
connected to the connotation of "mountain" in the Bible. A mountain is a place of divine revelation.  Moses encountered God 
and received the Ten Commandments on Mt. Sinai. Jesus, the new and more outstanding Moses, also goes to the 
mountain to talk to God and to teach new commandments.  In Matthew 5-7, Jesus went up the mountain, his disciples came 
up to him there, and he taught them about the blessings of the Kingdom. 
 
Our parish church of St. Peter, the church on the hill (or symbolically, mountain), is the sacred place we come to encounter 
Jesus, who feeds us on his word and body. In our church, like on the mount of the Beatitudes, Jesus still teaches us about 
who He is and who He expects us to be. So he speaks to us this Sunday on the Beatitudes, meaning the blessed or the 
happy. If we pay attention, we will discover that Jesus is telling us how fortunate we are to be who and where we are. He is 
telling us we are his disciples, and he is our Lord. He also tells us the characteristics and attitudes expected of his followers. 
What should be our attitude to life and people? 
 
As people who are in a good place in life and are blessed, our values should upend those accepted by the world. The 
attitude of a believer, no matter what circumstances they find themselves in the world, should be that of hope in the joy of 
the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, we should be meek, poor in spirit, peacemakers, righteous in our conduct, merciful, 
enduring, longsuffering, and so forth. Those values should always characterize us, no matter our situation. 
 
The next time you drive up to the "church on the hill," or any Catholic church for that matter, remember that you are going to 
Jesus, who will teach you the right attitude to life. Jesus always teaches through the readings, especially in the Gospel and 
the homily. So listen attentively to what Jesus will teach you about the quality he expects of his followers in the world. For 
example, are you being called this Sunday to wear the attitude of humility, peacemaker, or mercy? 
 
NB: The  Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on Monday will also be observed as World Day for Consecrated Life. 
Therefore, please endeavor to attend mass if you can. Mass will honor and offer an opportunity to pray for those 
who have chosen to follow Christ through the practice of the evangelical counsels. I fit into that category; I'm a 
religious order priest. Also, on Tuesday, on the feast of St. Blaise, I will give the blessing of throats after the 8:00 
am mass in the historic church. 
 
In His Joy, 
 

Fr. Bernard, OP 
 
 

  
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time February 1, 2026  

 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the  
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:3)  

 

The Beatitudes guide us in living holy and generous lives no 
matter the vocation He has placed on our heart. We are all 
called to embody these virtues, serving God and His people 
with humble hearts. Pray for discernment and openness to 
where God might be inviting you to follow Him. Talk to your 
priest or reach out to the Vocation Office at (717) 657-4804  
ext. 282 or via email: vocations@hbgdiocese.org  

 

Sanctuary Candles illuminate this week:                         
 

 
                

 

 ~Church ~ 
 In Loving Memory of 

 

Darlene Ball 
 

From Kaye and Eric Salley 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Front Altar Flowers
In Loving Memory of
Bridget O’Brien

From Louis and Rose O’Brien

The Blessed Mother Flowers
In Loving Memory of
Gertrude A. D’Auria
From Tom D’Auria and Family

The Saint Joseph Flowers
In Loving Memory of

Bob Dolan Sr.
From Bob and Vicki Dolan

SAT JANUARY 31
4:30 PM Our Parish Family
SUN FEBRUARY 1
8:30 AM Special Intentions of Dr. Daniel Kegel (C)

Herb & Lisa Miller & Family
10:30 AM + Frank Soflarsky Sr. (C) Soflarsky Family
1:00 PM + Flippio Badalamenti (COLLEGE MASS ~

HC) Ferrarelli Family
MON FEBRUARY 2
8:00 AM Special Intentions of Dale Thomas (HC)

Jean Schleinkofer
TUE FEBRUARY 3
8:00 AM Special Intentions of the CCW Ladies (HC)

RE & Georgann
WED FEBRUARY 4
8:00 AM + Patrick Helm (HC) CCW
THU FEBRUARY 5
6:00PM + Emily Abel (C) Klinger Family
FRI FEBRUARY 6 FIRST FRIDAY
8:00 AM David Suder (HC) Schmitt Family
11:00 AM For All Priest & Religious (Emerald Rehab)

Rider Family
SAT FEBRUARY 7 FIRST SATURDAY
8:00 AM Special Intentions of Terri Rice (C) Jean

Schleinkofer
4:30 PM + Hazel Anstead (C) Ed & Sue Anstead
SUN FEBRUARY 8
8:30 AM + Rick Morton (C) Gulya Family
10:30 AM Our Parish Family
1:00 PM + Ron McAllister (COLLEGE MASS HC)

Rankin Family

Scripture Readings
For the Week of February 1, 2026

Sunday Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; 1 Cor
1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12a

Monday Feast of the PresentaƟon of the Lord
Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk
2:22-40 or 2:22-32

Tuesday 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30; 19:3; Ps 86:1-2,
3-4, 5-6; Mk 5:21-43

Wednesday 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 6:1-6
Thursday Memorial of Saint Agatha, Virgin and Martyr

1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12; 1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-
12a, 12bcd; Mk 6:7-13

Friday Memorial of St. Paul Miki and Companions,
Martyrs
Sir 47:2-11; Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51;
Mk 6:14-29

Saturday 1 Kings 3:4-13; Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14;
Mk 6:30-34

Sunday FiŌh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5;
Mt 5:13-16

In Memoriam
~Rosemary McLaughlin ~

Sister-in-law of Mary Barr, Aunt of Cindy Barr
“ Eternal Rest Grant Unto Her O Lord, and Let Perpetual
Light Shine Upon Her. May All of the Faithful Departed,

Through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace. Amen.”

2026 FLOWERS & CANDLES
There are flower and candle dates available for the 2026
calendar year. Please see the flyer in the Narthex, posted
on the doors or call the parish office for dates. It is a
wonderful way to memorialize a loved one or honor a
special occasion. Thank you.

PARISH ADORATION
MONDAY FEBRUARY 2

6:00PM ~ CHURCH

"If we really love the good God, we
should make it our joy and happiness
to come a few minutes to adore Him,

and ask Him for the grace of
forgiveness." - St. John Vianney

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS  
February 7, 2026 Saturday 

 
Marie Strait, Patty Worrall, Ginny Blazer,  

Marianne Nicklaus and Cora Mathin 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
January 24/25, 2026 

 

 SUNDAY ONLINE   $ 2,213.00 
 SUNDAY ENVELOPES               $ 4,799.00 
 YOUTH     $ 45.00 
 TOTAL SUNDAY GIVING  $ 7,057.00 
 SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL   $ 35.00 
   

February Second Collections 
February 1 - Propagation of Faith 

February 15- Black and Indian Mission 
February 18 - Ash Wednesday 

 
Thank you for your generosity 

DIOCESAN CHARISMATIC MASS 
 

We welcome you to our monthly Charismatic 
Mass. On Tuesday, February 3, at 7:00 p.m. 
there will be a Charismatic Mass with prayers 
for healing at St. Theresa of the Infant Jesus 
Church, 1300 Bridge St., New Cumberland. 
Reverend William C. Forrey, Pastor at Holy 
Name of Jesus Church, will be the celebrant. All are 
welcome.  For information, please call Mary Ann on 717-
512-3628 or Vicki at 717-364-6260.  

 

50TH ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE  MASS 
 

Were you married in 1976?  In honor of your 
50th Wedding Anniversary, there will be a 
Jubilee Mass and reception on Sunday, June 
21, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. at Holy Name of Jesus 
Parish in Harrisburg.  Bishop Timothy C. 
Senior will be the celebrant.  To receive an 
invitation, please contact the parish office.  

Is God Calling You?   
Diocese Opens Doors for a New Deacon Formation  

 

Bishop Timothy C. Senior invites men throughout the 
Diocese of Harrisburg to prayerfully discern a call to serve 
the Church as permanent deacons. A new formation cohort 
will begin in August 2026. Men between the ages of 30 and 
62 who are active, prayerful Catholics are encouraged to 
speak with their pastor about this possibility. Applications 
are available through pastors and are due by March 15, 
2026. Information session will be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
Feb. 15, at St. Pius X Parish, Selinsgrove. Bishop 
Senior’s full letter, which offers additional guidance 
and details, is available at https://
www.catholicwitness.org/invitation-for-applications-to-
be-permanent-deacons/.  

The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women announces its 
annual awards scholarships for high 
school senior girls. The applicant 
needs to be sponsored by a Mother, 

Grandmother/Guardian who is a member of a parish 
CCW.  Applications can be found at https://
www.harrisburgdiocesanccw.com/hdccw-scholarship, and 
on the bulletin boards. The deadline for applications is May 
1, 2026. Any questions regarding the award may be 
directed to Joyce Scott, Co-Chair at 717-737-0927 
joynbob10@aol.com .  

Lenten Day of Reflection - February 21 
 

All Catholic physicians, healthcare workers, medical students, 
lawyers, law students, and legal professionals are invited to a 
Lenten Day of Reflection on Saturday, February 21, 2026, from 
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., at the Diocesan Conference Center. This 
annual event is co-sponsored by the St. Thomas More Society. 
The morning includes a Penance Service with Confession, 
fellowship, reflection, and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. For 
planning purposes, please RSVP by February 13th 
to BEstremeragaray@hbgdiocese.org. 

Ash Wednesday is February 18th and we need 
your old palms. Please bring in your old palms 
and place them in the bin in the Narthex. We 
will burn these palms for Ash Wednesday. 

 

Thank you 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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We Need YOU
Many of our ministries are currently in need of help. What do you enjoy?
What are you good at? Do you like people or behind-the-scenes? Whether
you are a young parishioner looking to serve, enjoy speaking or love to
sing—there TRULY is something for everyone. Any help is appreciated.

For more information or to sign up, please contact the ministry coordinator.

EEuucchhaarriissttiicc MMiinniissttrriieess

Joseph Barone

bar1ranch@comcast.net

MMuussiicc MMiinniissttrryy

Michael Checco

michaelchecco@gmail.com

AAllttaarr SSeerrvveerrss

Cynthia Gulya

enufdustin@gmail.com

UUsshheerrss

John Gulya

john.gulya@gmail.com

LLeeccttoorrss

Suzanne Keener

sm_keener@comcast.net

MMaassss SSttrreeaammiinngg

Eileen Rider

secretary@stpeteretown.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Sharing God’s Bounty

Give • Share • Se
rv
e

Each household has its own routine. We go to work;
we help the kids with their homework and attend their
events; we make the meals, clean the house, and do the

laundry. Our days are full ... sometimes too full. So full that
time for the Lord is abbreviated or omitted altogether. Then
comes Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. It’s just what
we need to get back on track. We gather together for wor-
ship. We hear again about Jesus’ ministry, about the events
that eventually lead up to his crucifixion, about his zeal for
the Lord’s house. We hear his prayer for his disciples and his
words of comfort and preparation to them.

Our hearts are turned to Christ instead of toward ourselves.
We ask for grace to love and serve as he did, sacrificing self
for the good of others. “Greater love has no one than this,
that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). Paul
comments, “Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners Christ died for us”
(Romans 5:7-8). God loved and chose us, the unlovely, to shed his grace upon. We are reminded that, “since
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:11).

“Love one another.” Not just our close friends or those who agree with us, but “one another.” We can’t do
it, can we? Some people are just too hard to love. Some people are not deserving of our gifts and our atten-
tion. Some people aren’t interested in the love we have to offer. The command remains: “Love one another.”

Now is a good time to read John 15. Here we find the secret of loving and serving. Here we find the source
of love, of faith, of everything we need. That source is Jesus. He is the Vine. He sustains and nurtures us, the
branches. He enables us to bear fruit, to “love one another.” He calls those who obey him and tells us he will
give us whatever we ask in his name. So we pray, Lord, let us “love one another.”

Love One Another

February

May not be reproduced without permission.
www.parishpublishing.org

Too often we fail to understand that Christian instruction
about money is one of the best opportunities we have to
teach our children about God’s love for us, and his owner-
ship of all things.

The way we use money is the extension of our personal
characteristics.

By teaching our children the Christian use of money, af-
fording them control of money and the need to make deci-
sions about money, we also confront them with the mean-
ing of discipleship and Christian stewardship.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Saturday, January 31
6:30 am That Man is You
3:30 pm Confessions
6:00 pm Welcome Dinner PH
Sunday, February 1 Donut Sunday
12:00 pm Caitlin’s Smiles Service Project Rm1 & 2
6:00 pm Confirmation Interviews
6:30 pm 7 & 8 grade Religious Ed
Monday, February 2
6:00 pm ADORATION
7:00 pm OCIA Room 2
7:15 pm CCW “Twisted Easel” PH
Tuesday, February 3
6:30 pm Fourth Quarter of Your Life
Wednesday, February 4
6:30 pm PK4-6th Religious Ed
7:00 pm Choir
Thursday, February 5
4:30 pm Confirmation Interviews
5:15 pm Confessions
5:30 pm Rosary
6:00 pm Mass / Adoration
Friday, February 6
Saturday, February 7
6:30 am That Man is You
10:00 am First Reconciliation C
3:30 pm Confessions
7:00 pm Valentine’s Day Dance PH
Sunday, February 8
11:45 am 7 & 8 grade Religious Ed Lunch &

Activity
7:30 pm Men’s Club Meeting PH

2026 RESPECT LIFE BASKET RAFFLE
The raffle baskets are in the Narthex for
preview the month of February. New
baskets are added every week. Some
basket ideas include Hershey Park
tickets, sporting event tickets, restaurant

gift certificates, baking basket, wine & cheese... the
possibilities are endless. Basket tickets will be on sale
this weekend. Any questions, call Pat Minick at 717-367-
5370.

Caitlin’s Smiles ...Sharing Smiles and Laughter
Caitlin’s Smiles is an organization that encourages children with
serious health challenges to explore their uniquely creative
talents by taking part in arts and crafts activities. They are
seeking the following donations which some of our
Confirmation Candidates will be packaging and decorating for
service:

• New coloring books/puzzle books
• 24 pack crayons
• Regular size Play-Doh cans
• Jigsaw puzzles (less than 100 pieces)
• Reading books for kids of all ages
• Ziplock baggies (sandwich, quart, or gallon)
Please bring donations to Narthex, office, or RE class from now

until February 1st. THANK YOU!!

St. Valentine’s Day Dance– Come to our St.
Valentine’s Day Dance on Saturday
February 7, 2026 in the Parish Hall from
7:00 to 10:00pm. Music and lighting by Matt
Cleveland, Occasions DJ. BYOB.
Beverages, mixers, and hot food provided,
starting at 6:30pm. Tickets are $15.00 /
person or $30.00 / couple. Non-
Parishioners welcome. Tickets on sale after
each Mass or in the office. We are in need

of help for food prep the day of the dance,
If willing. contact John Gulya at john.gulya@gmail.com
or 717-693-2195.

UPDATED & REVISED!
Please join us for our 6 week spring
study beginning the week of February
10th. Dr. Edward Sri to discuss his
book, The Art of Living: The Cardinal

Virtues and the Freedom to Love. Participants will learn about
virtues, how to grow in them, and how our ability to love is
dependent on our pursuit of the virtuous life. Sign up for
Tuesday evenings (6:30-8PM) or Wednesday morning s (10-
11:30AM) . The book is now optional; therefore. no cost
unless you want the book! If you want the book, please sign
up by Sunday, February 1st. If we order 5 or more, the cost is
$10. Register by calling the office or emailing
d.roxanne@yahoo.com or cre@stpeteretown.org.

2025 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
If you would like a statement of your financial contributions
to St. Peter’s for the 2025 calendar year, please call the
office or email at secretary@stpeteretown.org. Please
include your name and envelope number.

SAVE THE DATE

Women of the Parish please join CCW
this Monday, February 2 at 7:15pm for a
crafty evening with Cindy Telenko from
Twisted Easel (weather permitting).

Please RSVP to Terry Martin 223-216-0727 or Jennifer
Miller 717-433-0643, so we have enough supplies.
Supplies may cost $8-$12 dollars. A short meeting will
follow.

Prayer is the place of refuge for every worry, a
foundation for cheerfulness, a source of constant
happiness, a protection against sadness.
~ St. John Chrysostom

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/3218

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

...or scan

IN LOVING

MEMORY 

OF

Russell 

Smith

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Elva & Barbara Hall

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Conner Byrne
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