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PARISH�OFFICE�HOURS�
�

Monday�-�Thursday��9:00�am�-�4:00�pm��Friday�Closed�
Telephone:�717-367-1255�� Fax:�717-367-1270�
�

SACRAMENT�OF�RECONCILIATION��
�

Thursday�5:15�pm�-�5:30�pm������Saturday�3:30pm�-�4:00pm��
����������������������������������By�Appointment�

�

MASS�SCHEDULE�
�

Saturday�Evening�Vigil�-�4:30�pm�-�Church�
Sunday�-�8:30�am�&�10:30�am�-�Church�
� �����

DAILY�MASS�~�HISTORIC�CHURCH�&�CHURCH��
�

Monday,�Tuesday,�Wednesday��&�Friday�8:00�am�HC��
Thursday�6:00pm�Church��5:30�pm�Rosary��C�
�

�

�
PARISH�STAFF����

���
�

Deacon�Gregory�Amarante��
DGAmarante@hbgdiocese.org�
�
�
Steve�Desjardins�
Parish�Business�Administrator��
x�5�����
���������
�
Eileen�M.�Rider��
Administrative�Assistant�x�2�
secretary@stpeteretown.org�
�
�
Kira�Crispino�
Parish�Secretary�x�2�
�
�
Georgann�Azzalina�
Coordinator�of�Religious��
Education�
cre@stpeteretown.org�
�
�
Michael�Checco�
Director�of�Liturgical�Music�
music@stpeteretown.org�
�
�
Vicky�Kern�
OCIA�Coordinator�
kernvicky64@gmail.com�

�
�

Parish�Website:�
www.stpeteretown.org�
�

�

YouTube:��
youtube.com/@stpeteretown/
streams�
�
�

Facebook:��
St.�Peter�Parish,�Elizabethtown�
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SAINT�PETER�CHURCH�� �����������������������������
ELIZABETHTOWN,�PA������������������SIXTEENTH�SUNDAY�IN�ORDINARY�TIME� ����������������������JULY�19,�2026�

�
�
�
�
�
Beloved�in�Christ,�
�
We�began�reflections�on�the�parables�of�Jesus�last�Sunday,�focusing�on�
the�obstacles�to�the�flourishing�of�Christ's�teachings�and�the�growth�of�
the�Kingdom�of�heaven.�We�have�three�more�parables�today,�and�we�
shall�see�three�more�next�week,�for�a�total�of�seven�in�Mathew�13.�The�
parables�for�our�consideration�this�Sunday�center�around�growth�in�God’s�
kingdom.�Of�particular�focus�is�the�parable�of�the�wheat�and�weeds�
growing�together.�The�sower�sowed�good�seed,�but�the�enemy�sneaked�
in�to�sow�weeds,�that�is,�darnel,�which�is�a�weed�known�for�its�poisonous�
element.�The�disciples�asked:�“Do�you�want�us�to�go�and�pull�them�up?”�
Jesus�replied:�“No,�if�you�pull�up�the�weeds�you�might�uproot�the�wheat�along�with�them.”�Jesus�permits�the�good�and�
the�bad�to�be�active�side-by-side�in�his�kingdom.�Why�not�pull�up�the�weeds?�There�is�indeed�a�purpose�for�not�
removing�the�weeds�from�the�wheat�until�the�end�of�time,�when�God�will�make�the�judgment.��
�
There�is�an�argument�made�in�Tradition�by�some�Church�Fathers�to�explain�why�Jesus�does�not�want�to�pull�up�the�
weeds;�why�Jesus�allows�the�bad�to�live�alongside�the�good�in�the�church.�St.�Isidore�of�Pelusium�offers�an�explanation�
that�I�will�not�share�with�you:�“The�sinners,�represented�by�the�weeds,�are�not�to�be�immediately�pulled�and�burned�in�
order�to�give�them�time�to�repent.�God�forbids�the�angels�to�gather�up�the�evildoers,�lest�they�uproot�the�good�wheat�
together�with�the�tares,�that�is,�so�that�the�sinner�may�not�be�cut�off�while�in�his�mind�there�is�yet�a�possibility�of�
repentance.�God�did�not�slay�Matthew,�who�had�given�himself�to�the�exacting�of�the�tribute,�so�that�He�might�not�thus�
impede�the�preaching�of�the�Gospel.�Neither�did�he�destroy�the�harlots�who�served�lust�and�immodesty,�lest�models��
of�repentance�might�be�wanting.�He�avenged�not�Peter’s�denial,�because�already�He�beheld�his�burning�tears�of�
repentance.�Nor�did�He�strike�down�with�death�the�persecuting�Saul,�lest�the�ends�of�the�earth�be�deprived�of�
salvation.”�(The�Sunday�Sermons�of�the�Great�Fathers).�
�
God�is�the�generous�giver�of�opportunities�for�repentance�and�growth.�He�is�patient�with�us�and�wants�us�to�be��
patient�with�one�another�as�we�continue�our�journey�of�growth�in�holiness�and�in�the�knowledge�of�the�mysteries�of��
the�kingdom.�
�
Over�the�past�week,�from�last�Sunday�through�Thursday,�our�Vacation�Bible�School�offered�catechesis�on�the�Kingdom�
of�God,�with�an�emphasis�on�Mary,�the�Mother�of�Christ,�who�leads�us�closer�to�her�Son�and�His�Kingdom.�I�am�
thankful�to�God�for�the�amazing�team�of�adults�and�youth�volunteers�who�guided�the�sixty-one�children�who�
participated�in�the�program.�May�it�be�an�inspiration�to�closer�work�with�Christ�for�everyone�involved.�A�big�thank�you��
to�Georgann�Azzalina�and�her�Religious�Education�team.�
�
We�will�begin�our�“Snacks�with�the�Saints”�series�after�the�10:30�a.m.�Mass�this�Sunday.�This�initiative�by�the�OCIA�
highlights�the�central�theme�of�the�VBS,�the�love�for�Mary�and�all�the�Saints.�Let�us�participate�actively�as�a�parish.�
This�is�an�opportunity�to�learn�and�grow�in�our�Catholic�faith.�
�
In�Christ,�
Fr.�Alayode,�OP�

�
Sixteenth�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time�-�July�19,�2026��

�
"The�kingdom�of�heaven�is�like�a�mustard�

seed."�(Matthew�13:31)��
�
Small�acts�of�faith�can�grow�into�great�vocations.�A�call�
to�a�particular�vocation�often�begins�quietly,�but�as�you�
pray�and�nurture�it,�it�can�blossom�into�something�
beautiful.�Is�God�placing�a�vocation�in�your�heart?�Talk�
to�your�priest�or�reach�out�to�the�Vocation�Office�at�(717)�
657-4804�ext.�282�or�via�email:�vocations@hbgdiocese.org��

�
�

�
������������ ������~�Historic�Church�~�

In�Loving�Memory�of�
Julia�Fronczak�
From�Bridgen�Family�

�
~�Church�~�

�In�Loving�Memory�of�
Mary�Alice�Holtz�
From�Yoder�Family�

�

SSaannccttuuaarryy��CCaannddlleess��Illlluummiinnaattee��TThhiiss��WWeeeekk::��

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SAINT PETER CHURCH
ELIZABETHTOWN, PA SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JULY 19, 2026

SAT JULY 18
4:30 PM Special Intentions of Diane Shimko (C)

Theresa Hirkala

SUN JULY 19
8:30 AM Our Parish Family (C)
10:30 AM + Robert Idzik (C) Joanne Idzik

MON JULY 20
8:00 AM + Susan Clarke (HC) Azzalina Family

TUE JULY 21
8:00 AM + Mary Bekelja (HC) Kathy & Gary Drace

WED JULY 22
8:00 AM + Christopher Gambino (HC)

Ferrarelli Family

THU JULY 23
6:00 PM Special Intentions of Peggy & Kip Taylor-

Brown (C) Rider Family

FRI JULY 24
8:00 AM + Marjorie Azelvandre (HC) Janette Morton
10:00 AM Deceased Members of the Pfautz Family

(MV) Liz Pfautz

SAT JULY 25
4:30 PM Gragilla, Zenyuh and Sosnoski Families

(C) Theresa Hirkala

SUN JULY 26
8:30 AM + Pat Byrne (C) CCW
10:30 AM Our Parish Family

MMaassss IInntteennttiioonnss

SSccrriippttuurree RReeaaddiinnggss
For the week of July 19, 2026

Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16; Rom
8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43 or Mt 13:24-30

Monday Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt
12:38-42

Tuesday Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8; Mt 12:46-50

Wednesday Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene
Sg 3:1-4b; or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9;
Jn 20:1-2, 11-18

Thursday Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11; Mt
13:10-17

Friday Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; Mt 13:18-23

Saturday Feast of Saint James, Apostle
2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6; Mt
20:20-28

Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129
-130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 or Mt 13:44-46

~~ AAllttaarr FFlloowweerrss ~~

Have You Checked Out The NEW OCIA WEBSITE?

If you, or someone you know, has ever
thought about becoming Catholic, we
have a process to help you explore the
faith and a welcoming place to ask
questions, share your journey, and
deepen your relationship with Christ.
Scan here for the NEW OCIA
information page.

The Front Altar Flowers
In Loving Memory of Dimas Pinzon

From Linda and David Pinzon

The Main Altar Flowers
In Loving Memory of Anthony B. Penatzer

From John and Mary Ann Penatzer

The Blessed Mother Flowers
Special IntenƟons of Eileen Sapovchak

From The Crispino Family

The Saint Joseph Flowers
In CelebraƟon of Wedding Anniversary

FromMary and Clyde DeSenso

Welcome to our
newest parishioner

Emerson Brie McCurnin
Daughter of Sean and Olivia

Baptized on July 12

May her life be filled with the joy,
love and endless blessings that

come from God.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SAINT PETER CHURCH
ELIZABETHTOWN, PA SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JULY 19, 2026

July 11/12, 2026
SUNDAY ONLINE $3,774.00
SUNDAY ENVELOPES $8,519.50
YOUTH $35.00
TOTAL SUNDAY GIVING $12,328.50
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL $340.00

JULY SECOND COLLECTION
July 18/19 ~ Missionary Cooperative

2026 DAC “Faithful Stewards”
Goal: $81,743

Total gifts & pledges: $73,921
Need: $7,822

SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp

Have you made your campaign gift?
The current parish participation rate is 21.23%,
which means there are still many parishioners
who have not yet made a gift or pledge. Please
make your gift today! Make checks payable

to Saint Peter Church.

Join Our Team!!
Do you love your Catholic faith? Do you enjoy sharing your love for
Jesus with others? Do you want to model, teach, and pass on the
faith to our young saints here at Saint Peter? If so, we have a place
for you in Religious Education, and we would love to have you join
us! In fact, we need you to help fill a few spots for next year…

We are seeking a catechist (or even better, co-catechists)
for our First Grade classroom, and the following grades
are seeking a co-teacher/aide to help in the classroom:

3rd grade, 4th grade, and 6th grade.

We have an EXCELLENT team,
and this ministry is very rewarding.
Please prayerfully consider, and
contact Georgann Azzalina at
cre@stpeteretown.org or call
(717) 367-1255 for information.

Once again, the St. Vincent
De Paul Ministry is asking for
your help in providing school
supplies for Elizabethtown
area students. To help students
get a good start for the
upcoming 2026-27 school
year, the following are the
most needed supplies:

PPlleeaassee ppllaaccee yyoouurr ddoonnaattiioonnss iinn tthhee NNaarrtthheexx ffoolllloowwiinngg
MMaasssseess oonn JJuullyy 2255//2266 aanndd AAuugguusstt 11//22..

TThhaannkk yyoouu ffoorr yyoouurr ggeenneerroossiittyy!!

• Water bo�les
• Lunch boxes
• 3-ring binder

(with 2” rings)
• Folders (the type for

hole punched papers)
• Pencil Holder for

3-ring binder
• Pencils
• Pink erasers
• 24 pack crayons

• Plasঞc pencil boxes
• Pencil pouches
• Elmer’s glue sঞcks
• White liquid glue
• Crayola colored

markers
• Dry erase markers
• Earbud type

headphones
• Children’s sneakers

sizes 1-3

Online RE Registration for
the 2026-2027 year is OPEN!!

More information & details coming soon...

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SAINT PETER CHURCH
ELIZABETHTOWN, PA SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JULY 19, 2026

Saturday, July 18
3:30 pm Confessions (C)

Sunday, July 19
11:45 am Snacking with the Saints (PH)

Monday, July 20
7:00 pm Parish Council Meeting (PH)

Tuesday, July 21

Wednesday, July 22

Thursday, July 23
5:15 pm Confessions (C)
5:30 pm Rosary (C)
6:00 pm Mass and Adoration (C)
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus (PH)

Friday, July 24

Saturday, July 25
3:30 pm Confessions (C)

Sunday, July 26
11:45 am Snacking with the Saints (PH)

PPaarriisshh CCaalleennddaarr

MMaassss AAtttteennddaannccee

July 11/12
4:30 PM = 90
8:30 AM = 143
10:30 AM = 176
TOTAL = 409

GGoodd’’ss HHoouusseekkeeeeppeerrss

Saturday ~ July 25
Marie Strait, Patty Worrall, Ginny Blazer,

Marianne Niklaus and Cora Mathin

JJuullyy 2266:: EEuurrooppee
Following the 10:30 mass in the Parish Hall

2026 MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR WINNERS

Linda Garrity, Ron Acri, Karen Haith,
Mary Jane Bresch, Jean Nelson,

Rosemary and Raymond Porco

SSaavvee tthhee DDaattee!!
The Elizabethtown Fair will be here in just a short
time. As we look ahead to the week of August 24-29,
please keep in mind that our Council of Catholic
Women (CCW) will once more be organizing our
Church stand to make our famous funnel cakes from

scratch. Adult volunteers aged 18 years and up are needed to continue this long
standing tradition of our Parish. Please stop by the sign-up table in the Narthex
beginning the weekend of July 25-26 and join us by volunteering for a shift or two.
Questions can be directed to Kathy Mowrer at kfmowrer@icloud.com.

LLaannccaasstteerr CCaatthhoolliicc AAtthhlleettiiccss
CCrruussaaddeerr SShhoooottoouutt GGoollff TToouurrnnaammeenntt

Support Lancaster Catholic High School Athletics by joining
us for the Crusader Shootout on Saturday, August 1, at Four
Seasons Golf Club in Landisville. Check-in begins at 7:00 a.m.,
followed by an 8:00 a.m. shotgun start.

Whether you’re an experienced golfer or simply looking for a
fun day on the course, we invite individuals and foursomes
to register. Your registration includes 18 holes of golf, lunch,
beverages, optional on-course contests, raffles, and the
chance to win a $20,000 hole-in-one prize!

If golf isn’t your thing, you can still make a meaningful impact.
Sponsorship opportunities and charitable donations are
available, allowing individuals, families, and businesses to
support the nearly 350 student athletes who participate in
Lancaster Catholic’s athletic programs.

To register, become a sponsor, or make a donation, scan
the QR code below or contact Nate Leonard, Athletic Director,
at nleonard@lchsyes.org

Thank you for supporting Lancaster
Catholic Athletics and helping provide
exceptional opportunities for our
student athletes!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:kfmowrer@icloud.com
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Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/3218

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

...or scan

IN LOVING

MEMORY 

OF

Russell 

Smith

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Elva & Barbara Hall

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Conner Byrne
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