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�
Beloved�in�Christ,�
�
“The�kingdom�of�heaven�is�like�a�merchant�searching�for�fine�pearls.�
When�he�finds�a�pearl�of�great�price,�he�goes�and�sells�all�that�he�has�
and�buys�it”�(Mt�13:45-46).�The�one�parable�that�drew�my�attention�the�
most�while�reading�the�section�on�parables�of�the�kingdom�from�this�
Sunday’s�liturgy�of�the�Word�is�the�one�about�a�merchant�seeking�
treasure.�Why,�you�may�ask?�During�last�week's�Vacation�Bible�School�
and�at�the�Snacking�with�the�Saints�event�held�in�the�Parish�Hall�last�
Sunday,�a�treasure�box�was�used�as�a�teaching�tool�to�help�the�children�
understand�the�value,�or�ultimate�worth,�of�the�Kingdom�of�God�in�the�
life�of�Mary�and�the�saints.�Saints!�That�is�the�ultimate�goal�of�a�
Christian:�to�become�a�saint.�Studying�and�getting�acquainted�with�the�
lives�of�saints�will�reveal�men�and�women�who�treasure�above�all�things�
the�kingdom�of�heaven�and�gave�up�attachment�to�all�earthly�things�in�
order�to�possess�it.�
�
The�saints�are�treasure�seekers.�If�you�were�to�pay�close�attention�to�the�saints�like�we�did�this�past�week�at�
the�Snacking�with�the�Saints�(America's)�event�last�Sunday�and�at�the�memorials�and�feast�of�the�saints,�we�
celebrated�at�daily�masses�(Ss.�Apollinaris,�Bishop�and�Martyr,�Lawrence�of�Brindisi,�Priest�and�Doctor�of�
the�Church,�Mary�Magdalene,�Bridget�of�Sweden,�Religious,�Sharbel�Makhluf,�Priest,�and�James�the�
Apostle),�you�would�have�seen�clearly�that�the�saints�made�their�own�the�words�of�this�Sunday’s�
responsorial�psalm:�“For�I�love�your�commands�more�than�gold,�however�fine”�(Ps.�119:127).�The�saints,�
human�like�all�of�us,�sought�above�all�other�things�the�love�of�Christ�and�his�Kingdom.�In�seeking�the�
treasure,�“a�pearl�of�great�price,”�they�made�painful�sacrifices.�Loving�and�embracing�the�Kingdom�of�God�
comes�at�great�cost;�as�one�theologian�calls�it,�it�is�a�costly�grace.�We�too�must,�in�fact,�we�have�only�one�
reasonable�choice,�to�sacrifice�any�other�goods�and�comfort�to�gain�the�most�valuable�treasure,�the�reign�of�
Christ�in�our�lives.�
�
The�“Snacking�with�the�Saints”�OCIA�initiative,�which�kicked�off�last�Sunday,�ranks�up�there�as�one�of�our�
parish�events�in�recent�times�that's�made�me�exceedingly�happy.�Not�only�was�it�fitting�for�the�day,�but�it�
was�well�planned�and�attended.�I�am�very�grateful�to�all�the�parishioners�and�parish�society�behind�it�(Men's�
Club�and�the�Council�of�Catholic�Women�).�I�told�the�OCIA�team�that�they�have�started�on�a�high�note,�and�
they�now�have�a�hard�task�to�never�fall�below�the�standard�of�what�they�established�last�week.�They�
assured�me�they�will�give�it�their�best�shot.�The�only�thing�left�is�to�have�the�same�good�-and�even�better-�
response�to�their�invitation�by�our�beloved�saints�in�training�of�St.�Peter�parish�this�Sunday�and�forthcoming�
Sundays�immediately�after�the�10:30�am�mass.�Please�make�it�a�priority�for�you,�your�family�and�friends�to�
attend�this�Sunday's�Snacking�with�the�Saints�(Europe).�I�must�not�forget�to�mention�that�the�food�is�great!�
�
Today�is�World�Day�of�Prayer�for�Grandparents�and�the�Elderly.�Let's�take�some�time�to�pray�for�them�and�
appreciate�their�love�and�support.�
�
Have�a�lovely�Summer�Week,�dear�Saints�in�the�making.�
�
In�Christ,�
Fr.�Alayode,�OP�

�

Seventeenth�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time�
July�26,�2026��

�

"The�kingdom�of�heaven�is�like�a�treasure��
buried�in�a�field."�(Matthew�13:44)��

�

Discernment�is�the�process�of�discovering�the�treasure�God�has�placed�
in�your�life,�your�unique�calling�and�purpose.�It�requires�prayer,�
reflection,�and�openness�to�God’s�guidance,�helping�you�recognize�
where�He�is�leading�you,�whether�to�priesthood,�consecrated�life,�or�holy�
matrimony.�Take�time�to�seek�His�wisdom,�trusting�that�the�joy�of�finding�
His�treasure�is�worth�every�effort.�If�you�feel�a�stirring�desire�to�follow�
God’s�path,�talk�to�your�priest�or�reach�out�to�the�Vocation�Office�at�
(717)�657-4804�ext.�282�or�via�email:�vocations@hbgdiocese.org��

�
�

�
������������ ������~�Historic�Church�~�

In�Loving�Memory�of�
Elmer�Monahan�
From�Darlene�Monahan�

�
~�Church�~�

�In�Loving�Memory�of�
Ben�Yeckley�
From�Ann�Shank�

�

SSaannccttuuaarryy��CCaannddlleess��Illlluummiinnaattee��TThhiiss��WWeeeekk::��

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SAT JULY 25
4:30 PM Gragilla, Zenyuh and Sosnoski Families

(C) Theresa Hirkala

SUN JULY 26
8:30 AM + Pat Byrne (C) CCW
10:30 AM Our Parish Family

MON JULY 27
8:00 AM + Jayne Pfautz (HC) Azzalina Family

TUE JULY 28
8:00 AM + Stan and Sarah Bradley (HC) Mil Mealey

WED JULY 29
8:00 AM + Kyle Ingham (HC) Michelle Ingham

THU JULY 30
6:00 PM Special Intentions of Fatima Cisneros-Gil

(C) Becker Family

FRI JULY 31
8:00 AM + Michael McKee (HC) Lou & Rose O’Brien

SAT AUGUST 1 FIRST SATURDAY
8:00 AM + Christopher Klinger (C) Klinger Family
4:30 PM + Marge Nalewak (C) Janice and

Charles Nalewak

SUN AUGUST 2
8:30 AM Our Parish Family
10:30 AM + Loretta Zsido (C) Schlosser Family

MMaassss IInntteennttiioonnss

SSccrriippttuurree RReeaaddiinnggss
For the week of July 26, 2026

Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129
-130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 or Mt 13:44-46

Monday Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21; Mt 13:31-25

Tuesday Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13; Mt 13:36-43

Wednesday Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus
Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 18; Jn
11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42

Thursday Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab; Mt 13:47-53

Friday Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Loyola,
Priest
Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-58

Saturday Memorial of Saint Alphonsus Liguori,
Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34; Mt 14:1-12

Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18; Rom 8:35,
37-39; Mt 14:13-21

~~ AAllttaarr FFlloowweerrss ~~

The Front Altar Flowers
In CelebraƟon of Sam and Ben’s Birthday

From The Azzalina Family

The Main Altar Flowers
In Loving Memory of Carol Mulleavy

From TomMulleavy

The Blessed Mother Flowers
In Loving Memory of Marjorie Azelvandre

From JaneƩe Morton

The Saint Joseph Flowers
In Loving Memory of Elmer Monahan

From Darlene Monahan

Save The Date

Father Bernard’s
2nd book
discussion

Thursday, August 27th at 7PM

~~ IInn MMeemmoorriiaamm ~~

~ Bernie Bleacher ~
Parishioner

“ Eternal Rest Grant Unto Her, O Lord, and Let Perpetual
Light Shine Upon Her. May All of the Faithful Departed,

Through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace. Amen.”

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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July 18/19, 2026
SUNDAY ONLINE $13,389.00
SUNDAY ENVELOPES $3,903.00
YOUTH $47.00
TOTAL SUNDAY GIVING $17,339.00
MISSIONARY COOPERATIVE $1,635.00
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL $289.00

HOLY DAY
August 15 Assumption

AUGUST SECOND COLLECTION
August 30 Education Collection

2026 DAC “Faithful Stewards”
Goal: $81,743

Total gifts & pledges: $73,921
Need: $7,822

SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp
Once again, the St. Vincent
De Paul Ministry is asking for
your help in providing school
supplies for Elizabethtown
area students. To help stu-
dents get a good start for the
upcoming 2026-27 school
year, the following are the
most needed supplies:

PPlleeaassee ppllaaccee yyoouurr ddoonnaattiioonnss iinn tthhee NNaarrtthheexx ffoolllloowwiinngg
MMaasssseess oonn JJuullyy 2255//2266 aanndd AAuugguusstt 11//22..

TThhaannkk yyoouu ffoorr yyoouurr ggeenneerroossiittyy!!

• Water bo�les
• Lunch boxes
• 3-ring binder

(with 2” rings)
• Folders (the type for

hole punched papers)
• Pencil Holder for

3-ring binder
• Pencils
• Pink erasers
• 24 pack crayons

• Plasঞc pencil boxes
• Pencil pouches
• Elmer’s glue sঞcks
• White liquid glue
• Crayola colored

markers
• Dry erase markers
• Earbud type

headphones
• Children’s sneakers

sizes 1-3

SSaavvee tthhee DDaattee!!
The Elizabethtown Fair will be
here in just a short time. As we
look ahead to the week of

August 24-29, please keep in mind that our Council of
Catholic Women (CCW) will once more be organizing
our Church stand to make our famous funnel cakes
from scratch. Adult volunteers aged 18 years and up
are needed to continue this long standing tradition of
our Parish. Please stop by the sign-up table in the
Narthex beginning this weekend and join us by
volunteering for a shift or two. Proceeds benefit the
funding of Brittany’s Hope, ECHOS, Jewel David
Ministries, Hope Within Clinic, A Woman’s Concern,
our own Vacation Bible School and Religious
Education to name a few worthwhile causes that are
supported in our community by this very important
fundraiser each year! Questions can be directed to
Kathy Mowrer at kfmowrer@icloud.com.

Welcome to our
newest parishioner

Ava Elizabeth Julian
Daughter of Aimee
Baptized on July 18

May her life be filled with the joy,
love and endless blessings that

come from God.

Do not let a day pass
without doing some good during it.

- St. Philip Neri

Be a Faithful Steward of God’s gifts.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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nd so, at this moment in our history, we are called to stir into flame
God’s gifts that we have been given to experience the fullness of

Catholic faith and to claim our place in the lives of our brothers and
sisters in our part of Pennsylvania as we renew our response to do the

work of the Gospel here and now.

Why This Letter?
Stir Into Flame is Bishop Senior's call to renew the
life of the Church in the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Inspired by 2 Timothy 1:6, he calls every Catholic to
rekindle the gifts received through Baptism and
embrace the mission of Christ with renewed faith,
hope, and purpose.

Why Now?
The Church is living through a time of both challenge and opportunity. While many have drifted from the
faith, Bishop Senior also sees signs of hope and renewal. This letter is a call to move forward together,
trusting the Holy Spirit to guide the Church's mission.

How Stir Into FlameWas Informed by You
The pastoral letter is rooted in prayer, listening, and discernment. Feedback from parishes across the
Diocese—including insights gathered through the Disciple Maker Index (DMI)—helped shape its
priorities and ensure it responds to the real needs of our local Church.

What’s Next for Our Diocese?
Bishop Senior envisions a Diocese where every Catholic is formed as a joyful missionary disciple. By
strengthening divine worship, vocations, Catholic education, evangelization, and charity, he hopes to
renew parish life and inspire a Church that boldly shares the Gospel with the world.

STIR INTO FLAME
Fact Sheet

An

theth

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



More than an obligation, the Sunday Eucharist
fashions the parish community as the local
expression of the Church, infused with divine
grace to undertake the work of the Gospel.

Divine Worship

Take Action: Before Sunday Mass, read the
day's Scripture readings, make a good
examination of conscience, and prayerfully
prepare to participate fully in the Sacred Liturgy.

There is something more that needs to be done
with great care and intentionality: we need to
choose to form a culture within the diocese,
within our parishes, within our Catholic homes,
that supports both the hearing of God’s call and
the courage to respond to it.

Priestly Life & Vocations

Take Action: Foster a culture of vocations in
your home by praying together, encouraging
your children to discern God's call, and
speaking positively about priesthood,
consecrated life, and the vocation to marriage.

When Catholic education is strong, families are
strengthened, parishes are renewed, and society
itself is enriched.

Catholic Education

Take Action: Help unite your parish and school
community by participating in parish life,
supporting religious education, and encouraging
families to grow together in faith.

Draw upon the grace of Baptism and
Confirmation so as to become true missionary
disciples in our homes, our neighborhoods, our
workplaces, and our parishes.

Evangelization

Take Action: Be a joyful witness to Christ
wherever you go. Let your words and actions
reflect your faith, and be ready to share the
hope you have found in Jesus.

As a Eucharistic people, we are called to be the
hands and feet of Christ in a world longing for
hope and healing.

Charity

Take Action: Go forth from Mass ready to serve.
Let every celebration of the Eucharist strengthen
your commitment to love your neighbor through
concrete acts of charity and mercy.

This is the work of Christ and His Church. And
only we can do it as we stir into flame the gift
of God bestowed upon all of us.

Parish Renewal & Mission

Take Action: Prayerfully consider how God is
calling you and your parish to take up the work
of the Gospel, and use your gifts to help build
up the Church and society.

The Six Priorities for the Church in Harrisburg

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Saturday, July 25
3:30 pm Confessions (C)

Sunday, July 26
11:45 am Snacking with the Saints (PH)

Monday, July 27

Tuesday, July 28

Wednesday, July 29

Thursday, July 30
5:15 pm Confessions (C)
5:30 pm Rosary (C)
6:00 pm Mass and Adoration (C)

Friday, July 31

Saturday, August 1
2:00 pm Handmaids Pool Party (Willowood)
3:30 pm Confessions (C)

Sunday, August 2 DONUT SUNDAY

PPaarriisshh CCaalleennddaarr

MMaassss AAtttteennddaannccee

July 18/19
4:30 PM = 111
8:30 AM = 125
10:30 AM = 152
TOTAL = 388

GGoodd’’ss HHoouusseekkeeeeppeerrss

Saturday ~ August 1
Toni Vasquez, Sandy & Rick Brill, Sue Keener

and The Crispino Family

Online RE Registration for
the 2026-2027 year is OPEN!!

More information & details coming soon...

LLaannccaasstteerr CCaatthhoolliicc AAtthhlleettiiccss
CCrruussaaddeerr SShhoooottoouutt GGoollff TToouurrnnaammeenntt

Support Lancaster Catholic High School Athletics by joining
us for the Crusader Shootout on Saturday, August 1, at Four
Seasons Golf Club in Landisville. Check-in begins at 7:00 a.m.,
followed by an 8:00 a.m. shotgun start.

Whether you’re an experienced golfer or simply looking for a
fun day on the course, we invite individuals and foursomes
to register. Your registration includes 18 holes of golf, lunch,
beverages, optional on-course contests, raffles, and the
chance to win a $20,000 hole-in-one prize!

If golf isn’t your thing, you can still make a meaningful impact.
Sponsorship opportunities and charitable donations are
available, allowing individuals, families, and businesses to
support the nearly 350 student athletes who participate in
Lancaster Catholic’s athletic programs.

To register, become a sponsor, or make a donation, scan
the QR code below or contact Nate Leonard, Athletic Director,
at nleonard@lchsyes.org

Thank you for supporting Lancaster
Catholic Athletics and helping provide
exceptional opportunities for our
student athletes!

What a wonderful time
we had Snacking with the Saints!

Thank you to everyone for making it
such a successful event.

If you were unable to make it, please
join us for the next adventure!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/3218

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

...or scan

IN LOVING

MEMORY 

OF

Russell 

Smith

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Elva & Barbara Hall

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Conner Byrne
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